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Bring your buffet pants 

and your dancing shoes with 

you Saturday to the Harrison 

Moose for the Veterans4USA-

sponsored Snowball Dinner 

Dance. Proceeds will be used 

to serve homeless veterans.

Looking for something fun 

to do over this Spring Break? 

Two great events are coming 

soon! The Village of Farwell 

Farmers Market on Tuesday, 

March 26, and at the Harrison 

City Market on Wednesday, 

March 27. Both events are 

noon to 3 p.m. Clare County 

4-H, Parks & Rec, and Clare 

Jaycees are sponsoring this 

family-friendly event where 

everyone gets to create Spring-

related crafts and play bingo 

with prizes. All activities are 

free!   

 

Snowball Dinner Dance 

will be held March 23 at the 

Harrison Moose Lodge. All 

proceeds will serve homeless 

veterans. Sponsored by 

Veterans4USA. $15 includes 

dinner. Purchase tickets at 

Moose Lodge, Jackpine 

Restaurant, Trails End 

Restaurant or from Maye 

Tessner-Rood.  

 

Farwell Area Women’s 

Club 32nd Annual Craft 

Show and Marketplace will 

be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Saturday, April 6, at the 

Farwell High School. This is a 

big show with something for 

everyone! For more info, call 

or text Karen at 989-944-9481. 

 

“Grow Great Vegetables” 

presented by Small House 

Farms at the Harrison 

District Library. Discover 

how to plan, plant and grow 

your most productive garden 

ever at 11 a.m. Monday, April 

15 at the Harrison District 

Library. 

 

Harrison High School 

Theater presents “Barefoot 

in the Park” at 7 p.m. April 11 

and 12, and 3 p.m. April 13 at 

Harrison High School. Cost is 

$5. 

 

Harrison Schools 

Kindergarten Round Up for 

the Class of 2037 is 7 p.m. 

Thursday, April 11 at Larson 

Elementary. 

 

13th Annual Freedom 5K 

In Memory of Robert Friese 

will be held Saturday, April 27 

beginning at the Veterans 

Freedom Park in Harrison.  

 

Leota Community Church 

offers free lunch every other 

Wednesday. All are welcome.  

Just in Case You Missed These Prize-Winning Stories the First Time ’Round…

Cleaver’s 3-Story Entry Makes Mark Among Peers
By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – The Clare 

County Cleaver has been serving 

its readership for just a few 

months shy of 143 years – a long 

time by any business standard. 

Yet, without peer review, a news-

paper’s efforts can seem truly 

ephemeral: here today, a memory 

tomorrow.  

In 2023, Cleaver 

Owner/Managing Editor Angela 

Kellogg-Henry became intrigued 

with the idea of entering the 

Michigan Press Association’s 

Better Newspaper Contest. And 

anyone who knows Angela also 

knows she is not only a person of 

vision, but also a person of 

action. Thus, the hunt was on to 

dig out stories which fit into some 

of that competition’s categories. 

One of those was 

Government/Education News, 

awards for which would go to a 

writer or team for entries cover-

ing a government or education 

issue. Judging was to be based on 

news value, writing clarity and 

style, and depth of reporting. The 

stories submitted ran April 20, 

May 18 and June 22 last  year. 

Angela encouraged the submis-

sion of some Harrison 

Community Schools Board of 

Education articles, and she then 

submitted the Cleaver’s entries by 

the Oct. 6, 2023, deadline. 

Deadline…how very newspaper. 

Then the wait began. The MPA 

farms out its contest entries to 

another state for review, and this 

year sent 2,849 entries from 89 

Michigan newspapers and indi-

vidual members to Pennsylvania 

Press Association members. So, it 

is understandable that completing 

the task takes considerable time. 

Despite never having been 

through the MPA Better 

Newspaper Contest process 

before, Angela managed to wait 

with a mind packed full of posi-

tive possibility. Then – finally – 
the evening of Thursday, March 

14 arrived, bringing with it the 

MPA Salute to Journalism 

Banquet followed by announce-

ment of winners.  

And, boy, were there a lot of 

winners! The contest includes 

various special award categories, 

along with more general topical 

categories: news, sports, photos, 

design, advertising, and more. 

These fall under Daily 

Newspapers or Weekly 

Newspapers in classes A, B, C 

and D, based on circulation vol-

umes. Within each category are 

first, second and third place, as 

well as honorable mention. 

That high volume of winners 

[23 double-column pages of 

them] wasn’t daunting for 

Angela, as she quickly homed 

in on the Weekly D 

Government/Education News 

winners [chosen from among 

16 submissions]. And there it 

was! Third Place: Clare 

County Cleaver: “Despite 
Parental Outrage, Schools 
Persevere, Maintain Reasoned 
Discourse” Dianne Alward-

Biery. 
HUZZAH! First time out of 

 

Superintendent Responds, Clarifies, Suggests Policy Expansion
BOE Balances Books BrouhahaBy DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – In recent weeks, 

parents and others in the communi-

ty have expressed concern via 

social media about two books that 

had been read aloud in the Harrison 

Community Schools District. 

Those titles are “In Our Mothers’ 

House” by Patricia Polacco and the 

critically acclaimed picture book 

“Julián Is a Mermaid” by Jessica 

Love. Both titles had been con-

strued by some as seeking to sexu-

alize and potentially “groom” chil-

dren, making them vulnerable to 

suggestion or predators. 

At the April 10 HCS Board of 

Education meeting, public com-

ment time was made available for 

people to address the board regard-

ing the issue. It was made clear that 

each would have three minutes to 

speak, that comments were to be 

directed to the board, and that their 

comments would be addressed dur-

ing Superintendent’s Report later in 

the meeting.  

That said, the first person to 

speak was Mark DeYoung, who 

couched his remarks by saying he 

was chairman of the Clare 

Republican Party [actually co-chair 

with Bronwyn Asplund] and that he 

represents 3,000 residents of Hayes 

Township and that he had received 

several complaints from parents 

regarding books that are being 

given to 10-year-olds in regard to 

lesbian relationships and gay rela-

tionships. He asked if this was true 

and where that belongs in the 

schools and at that age? DeYoung

etc. DeYoung said he has a family 

member who is gay, so he is not 

biased in that regard, as that is an 

individual’s “lifestyle” choice. His 

concern was that it was being 

pushed onto 10-year-olds. 

For clarity, DeYoung was elect-

ed as the Hayes Republican dele-

gate to the county convention, 

which is not a law-making body. 

That did not keep him from threat-

ening that if the school board 

members did not respond in accor-

dance with the wishes of those 

objecting to the district’s educa-

tional practices, they would be 

subject to recall.  

“We do have that power,” he 

said. “And we have it all lined up 

to go so I’m just wondering if you

tions are non-partisan, and the 

issue at hand was not political. 

Second to address the board was 

Sandra Bristol, retired educator 

and former county commissioner, 

who spoke in support of the school 

district staff overall and especially 

the upper elementary, as that was 

her teaching experience. 

“I respect what the teachers are 

teaching and bringing forth to the 

children,” she said. “I have com-

plete trust in what they bring forth: 

that it’s good for them as children, 

as future citizens. And I believe 

that our fifth-grade teachers espe-

cially, are the most thoughtful, car-

ing teachers in the district, and I 

totally support whatever happens 

th th t th d A d I b li i

a Harrison Schools graduate who 

“barely got out alive.” He com-

plained of problems in the district 

when he was in school, problems 

which he said still continue. 

Sizemore spoke of previous meet-

ing remarks regarding the mental 

health harm caused by what is seen 

on social media, and decried teach-

ing about transgenderism as equally 

harmful. Sizemore then stated as 

fact that “It is 100% a mental disor-

der to think that you are not biolog-

ically what you were born into.” 

He then spoke of the shared 

knowledge of biology classes and 

the awareness of male and female, 

adding that it is known everywhere 

but in fifth grade. He stated his 

child will attend school in Harrison

education allowance from the 

state, and that parents pulling their 

children out would hurt the district 

financially. 

Interestingly, Sizemore cited his 

many family members who are 

transgendered, gay and lesbian, 

and the fact that he loves them and 

attends Gay Pride Month in New 

York City every year just to cele-

brate it. “Because I think it’s won-

derful to be who you are and love 

anybody you want,” he said. “But I 

don’t teach my children; I don’t 

push it down their throat. It’s dis-

graceful that y’all are letting it 

happen, and you’re not doing any-

thing about it … and I promise 

you, if nothing’s done about it, 

we’ll be here next month.” 

Kasie Cooper spoke next, begin-

ning with her own status as a HHS 

graduate, adding she had graduat-

ed five students who ranged from 

valedictorian to almost what 

Sizemore had referred to as “drop 

out losers.” She added that she was 

third in her class, had never left 

Harrison, and having started out at 

Mid Michigan College, had trans-

ferred to university where she 

obtained a master’s degree in 

social work, and is now actively 

involved in her community. 

Cooper noted that she, too, has a 

diverse family and wanted to thank 

the school board and the other par-

ents who support the school board. 

She added that, as a parent of five 

adopted children, she appreciated 

the sharing of books about adop-

tion. 

“They were excited to see some-

 From left, Mark DeYoung, Sandra Bristol, Erick Sizemore and Kasie Cooper address the Harrison 

Community Schools Board of Education. (Cleaver photo by Dianne Alward-Biery)

 

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – The May 12 meet-

ing of the Harrison Community 

Schools Board of Education began 

with a public hearing on the HCS 

final amended budget for FY 2022-

2023, and the proposed budget and 

appropriations for FY 2023-2024. 

Business manager Chad Hathcock 

gave a fairly detailed overview of 

the various governmental funding 

sources and the areas to which those 

funds would be allocated. 

After the public hearing was 

closed and the regular monthly 

meeting opened, students from 

Harrison Little League led recita-

tion of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Zac Driver, Harrison Little League 

president, offered a few informative 

comments on this year’s Little 

League season before he and his 

players had to bolt away to the 

fields. 

“2023 as a season has been awe-

some!” Driver said. “With the help 

of a fantastic board and a very sup-

portive community, we’ve managed 

to register over 220 kids this year. 

That includes two dozen kids that 

are new to Little League this year, 

not including T-Ball.” 

Driver said those new players are 

either from families new to the 

community, or who were pulled in 

Little Leaguers Visit Board of Education Meeting

BOE Hears of Budgets, Staffing  
Changes, Apples/Oranges

by their friends. He explained that 

the players were divided into 19 

teams (which he said could have 

been more), but the larger number 

of teams will require more help and 

volunteers than the 40-plus who 

have served this year. 

“We opened up the opportunity 

for managers, so that was a head 

coach, assistant coach and an 

opportunity for managers for some 

teams to register,” he said. “That 

helps support the teams – at the 

younger divisions it’s sometimes 

herding cats, but it’s been a blast.” 

Driver said this would be the first 

i it ti th t

Harrison Little League would be 

sending a team to Districts. 

“Which is a huge deal for us,” he 

said. “That’s in the 12U Divisional 

level. Overall, it’s just been a very 

exciting season to see some of the 

growth. We’ve had some great col-

laboration with the city that’s 

allowed us to see some improve-

ments already with the fields, and if 

all goes well, even more to come. 

It’s been very exciting. We thank 

you for honoring us to have the kids 

here today and thank you for every-

thing you do.” 

Superintendent Judy Walton then 

id d i f th

updated dress code which can be 

found on the Harrison Community 

Schools website. 

Under the Consent Agenda, the 

board moved to approve the May 15 

special meeting minutes and the 

May financial reports for May 1-31. 

Also approved were multiple resig-

nations and retirements.  

The resignations included 

Christine Cooper, middle school 

teacher; Sandra Bobo, middle 

school paraprofessional; Scott 

Hawley, high school teacher; 

Sara  Liske, Larson  fourth-grade

Harrison Little Leaguers lead attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance to start the June 12 meeting of the 

Harrison Community Schools Board of Education. (Cleaver photo by Dianne Alward-Biery)

See BOE on page 2

the gate, and the Cleaver placed! 

While it has been a joyful time in the office, it is 

lost on no one at the Cleaver that the newspaper’s 

success depends wholly on the diverse, invested 

community it serves. The Cleaver is grateful, and 

will continue its best efforts to serve its community 

for…well, who knows…maybe for another 143 

years?

MPA Entry:

Despite Parental Outrage, Schools Persevere, 
Maintain Reasoned Discourse

As in many education districts, Harrison Community Schools 

has been encountering an influx of ill-informed or issue-driven par-

ents at school board meetings. Adding to that challenge is the fact 

that 44% of HCS District families fall below the income poverty 

line (National Center for Education Statistics 2021-2022) and the 

issues that accompany generational poverty. While these stories 

were written as full-meeting school board coverage, the confronta-

tions and instances of line-in-the-sand drawings have lingered. 

The three stories entered here describe some of those interactions 

and the district’s efforts to not only accommodate parental con-

cerns, but also to continue to hold fast to its primary obligation of 

following legal requirements while providing quality education for 

all its students. • ClareCountyCleaver.net 
• EMAIL: editor@clarecountycleaver.net   

• 989-539-7496
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teacher; Nicole Desoto, Larson 

physical education teacher; 

Therese Cleary Haley, middle 

school special education teacher; 

Michael Haley, middle school 

social studies teacher; and Bianca 

Hernandez, general education 

social worker. [It was noted that 

Hernandez would still be serving 

HCS students as social worker, but 

that her services would be paid 

through another agency.] 

Retirements included Jayne 

Howard, high school teacher; and 

Bryan Dora, Maintenance, 

Building and Grounds. 

The board also approved Ryan 

Carlstrom as varsity girls basket-

ball coach and Josh O’Day as 

eighth-grade girls and boys basket-

ball coach. Additionally, the board 

approved the recommendations to 

hire Tara Standen and Shannon 

Stalnaker as teachers at Larson 

Elementary. 

Under the Non-Consent Agenda, 

the board moved to: 

-Approve the second reading of 

the HCS Book Review Policy 

-Adopt the 2022-2023 Amended 

Budget 

-Adopt the 2023-2024 Budget 

and Appropriations 

-Approve the Michigan High 

School Athletic Association 2023-

2024 Membership Resolution 

-Approve the American 

Waste/GFL Environmental 3-year 

contract [a lone dissenting vote 

was cast by board member Jim 

Neff] 

Heeding an inquiry and request 

by board member Therese Haley, 

action on the approval of the First 

Student Bus Transportation 3-year 

contract was set aside, and requests 

for proposals from other compa-

nies will be sought. 

Returning to speak in Public 

Comment was Jerry Britton, local 

pastor and building contractor who 

had spoken at the May BOC meet-

ing. He noted having had a conver-

sation with Dr. Walton, referring to 

her not as the superintendent, but 

rather as “Miss Judy.” Britton said 

he was “not against anyone,” but 

that he believed it was time to 

address the “elephant in the room.” 

He then went on to challenge the 

board to remove all gay symbols 

and signage from the school. He 

said he believed it causes division 

within the community, as well as 

hurts HCS enrollment. 

Britton followed that with a 

somewhat veiled threat that the 

exodus of dissatisfied students and 

parents could likely result in a $1 

million loss of funding to the dis-

trict. He then likened the inappro-

priateness of gay symbols to a pro-

gun teacher putting gun silhouettes 

on the walls along with the Second 

Amendment and some slogans, 

adding that no one would have a 

problem standing up and saying 

the silhouettes were inappropriate 

for the children. He then moved 

into the need to ask why is the hall 
signage OK, and spoke of the dis-

allowance [under federal law] of 

posting the 1) Ten 

Commandments, 2) Gideons pass-

ing out bibles, 3) students giving 

testimony or praying at a church-

sponsored function held within the 

public school building. 

Britton said he didn’t understand 

why this [not stating such, but 

clearly referencing LGBTQ aware-

ness/Pride Month recognition] was 

an OK discussion with school chil-

dren. 

He also referenced the highly 

rated Novi Community Schools 

District and what he described as 

its strict policy against any sig-

nage, flags, etc., insinuating that 

the policy resulted in staff/commu-

nity harmony and high academic 

achievement: holding that prohibi-

tion up as an example HCS should 

follow.  

For context, while Novi 

Community Schools students score 

well academically, other aspects of 

its policies/activities could be far 

more telling. Not mentioned was 

that Novi Community Schools 

adheres to a Title IX Policy 4002 

which deals with non-discrimina-

tion, citing “The Board of 
Education does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex (including sexual orien-
tation and transgender identity), 
disability, age, religion, height, 
weight, marital or family status, 
military status, ancestry, genetic 
information or any other legally 
protected category (collectively 
“Protected Classes”) in its pro-
grams and activities, including 
employment opportunities.” 
Neither was it cited that the Novi 

district is a non-schools of choice 

district [only students within its 

geographic boundaries may attend 

there]. 

According to recent census data, 

the HCS and NCS websites, and 

the National Center for Education 

Statistics (2021-2022), the Novi 

district has a population of 65,369 

(roughly twice the entire popula-

tion of all of Clare County) where 

most residents own their homes; 

where white collar workers com-

prise about 90% of the working 

population; that it has a poverty 

rate of 4.7% compared to HCS’s 

roughly 44% of families below the 

income poverty line; or that Novi 

includes nine schools plus an adult 

transition center with 512 employ-

ees compared to HCS’s 170.05 

employees (77.3 teachers plus 

support staff); and a high school 

student population of 2,054 com-

pared to 1,270 total Harrison 

Community Schools students. 

What also was not stated was 

that (as per the NCS website) the 

Novi Community High School 

offers 34 co-curricular activities 

which include Diversity Club 

(SPUD-Students Promoting Unity 

and Diversity) and Gay/Straight 

Alliance (GSA). This abbreviated 

tincture of data would indicate that 

opportunity and far more inclusion 

than avoidance go into a success-

ful education at Novi Community 

Schools – and seems wholly sepa-

rate from whether any socially 

supportive posters are being hung 

on school walls. 

No one else had comments for 

the board. 

In her report, Walton said she 

and Britton had a good meeting, 

and that since the May BOE meet-

ing she had met with a couple 

other community members as well 

– for what she described as “pro-

ductive conversations.” The super-

intendent also reported on the 

HCS Town Hall meeting of May 

25 [see June 1 Cleaver story] 

which centered on the schools’ 

student code of conduct and disci-

pline. She added that, as the need 

arises, more Town Hall meetings 

can be scheduled. 

Walton then spoke of how busy 

the last days of school had been, as 

well as the flurry of professional 

development, including a whole 

day June 12 of administrators’ 

engagement with a leadership con-

sultant. She also noted the district 

improvement plan was being fol-

lowed, that work continues on fill-

ing out staff positions, and that 

summer school at Larson, HHS 

and HMS had started June 12, with 

the high school and middle school 

classes being held in The Hive, as 

it is air conditioned. 

Kelly Lipovsky, curriculum 

director, informed the board about 

the intended uses for the Grow 

Your Own Grant, the awarding of 

which the district had only recent-

ly been made aware. Walton com-

mented regarding the amount of 

work Lipovsky had done to secure 

the grant and all her work to 

ensure the success of Harrison stu-

dents into the future. 

With no reports from boards or 

committees, the meeting was 

adjourned. 

The Harrison Community 

Schools Board of Education meets 

at 5:30 p.m. the second Monday of 

the month in the board room at 

224 W. Main St.

BOC from page 1

Zac Driver, Harrison Little League president, informs the school board about the current Little 

League season and the growth in participation by players and volunteers. (Cleaver photo by Dianne 

Alward-Biery)

BOC Committee of Whole Hears Multiple Reports

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – Since the Clare County Board 

of Commissioners began conducting monthly 

Committee of the Whole meetings, commis-

sioners have been afforded the opportunity to 

Discussions Deal with Decedents, 
Dollars, Dogs, More

Citizens Heard, Problems Identified, Solutions Become Possible

School Board, Residents Converse to Build Pathways Forward

address the board. 

“I wanted to thank you for the 

dialog that we had,” Szyska said, 

addressing Walton. “It was 

lengthy, two weeks every day 

emails. And I think we accom-

plished a lot with that. For me, it 

was never about the books, 

because I don’t care about the 

b k Wh t I b t i b i

in compliance with state law.” 

He said that included being in 

compliance with the who, what, 

when, where and how materials are 

presented to the children. 

“The point is I asked her ques-

tions, she answered them,” Szyska 

said. “And if she couldn’t figure it 

out, she said it might take a minute 

d th h t b k t A d

that was awesome. So we need to 

figure out how to bridge that so the 

other [P-O’d] parents actually have 

the conversations with you guys, 

and get these things rectified.” 

Next to speak was Jerry Britton, 

pastor of Leota Community 

Church, who thanked the board for 

all it does. He noted his own expe-

rience serving on a school board 

and his understanding of the strug-

gles school boards face. Britton 

spoke of the 2022 superintendent 

selection process and noted three 

things that had been brought up at 

the selection meetings. One was a 

gap between the community and 

the schools. 

“That was just addressed by the 

previous speaker,” he said. “I think 

the present administration is more 

open to that conversation – and 

that really needs to happen.” 

He said the second item was fair 

leadership in the school that didn’t 

favor families or certain sectors. 

The third item was the problem of 

students exiting the school to 

attend in other districts. He said a 

fourth point, trauma with kids in 

the schools, could be left for next 

month’s meeting. 

appreciates Jeff Brown will be part 

of the curriculum committee as 

there had been a gap there, which 

he believed was part of the prob-

lem. He also noted that as a pastor, 

he works with families struggling 

with recovery, and parents who 

would like to attend and speak to 

the BOE but are fearful of ramifi-

cations for their children. 

Brian Noel spoke next, begin-

ning by objecting to the 3-minute 

limit on speakers in Public 

Comment. He also said the frame-

work of board members being able 

to ask questions of speaker but not 

being required to answer speaker 

questions suggested the board was 

afraid of having a dialog. 

“It’s going to take 10 times as 

long to get anything accomplished 

without an open dialog,” Noel 

said. “If we have to wait another 

month to bring up another question 

to get an answer from you. That’s 

something that tyrants and dicta-

tors do.” 

When board president Kendra 

Durga explained the board was fol-

lowing the laws that dictate the 

meeting [the Open Meetings Act],

S VOICES 11

Resident Larry Szyska speaks appreciatively and positively about 

his weekslong dialog with the superintendent and clarifies his goal of 

assuring the district is in compliance with state law. (Cleaver photo 

by Dianne Alward-Biery)

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – Public Comment 

at the April meeting of the Harrison 

Community Schools Board of 

Education was filled with criticism 

of a book that showed a loving, yet 

non-traditional family and another 

book that described the vivid, col-

orful imagination of a very small 

child described by critics as 

“grooming” and “sexualizing” 

children. Criticism also stretched 

to staff and the district overall as 

continuing to fail its students and 

the community. 

After that meeting, various peo-

ple had accepted the invitation of 

HCS Superintendent Judy Walton 

to have conversations about their 

concerns in an effort to bring 

together the district and the com-

munity, and to find common 

ground for moving forward. 

At the May BOC meeting, 

Walton expressed appreciation for 

the conversations that materialized, 

and specifically called out Larry 

Szyska for his contribution. And, 

when it came time for Public 

Comment, Szyska was the first to 
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             LANSING – In an effort to reduce the inherent risks involved 

with police pursuits, Col. James F. Grady II, director of the Michigan 

State Police (MSP) announced the MSP is aligning its pursuit policy 

with best practices that will protect the lives of innocent bystanders and 

our enforcement members. 

Under the new policy, which takes effect immediately, MSP enforce-

ment members may only engage in a pursuit if there is probable cause to 

believe the driver or occupant of the pursued vehicle has committed a life-

threatening or violent felony. 

“High-speed pursuits are one of the most dangerous circumstances 

police officers face,” stated Grady. “A key consideration in any pursuit 

must be the seriousness of the underlying crime and whether the risks of 

a pursuit outweigh the public safety benefits of immediately apprehend-

ing the suspect. In all decisions, protecting lives – that of innocent 

bystanders, police officers and fleeing suspects – is of paramount impor-

tance and it is for this reason we have revised our policy.” 

In 2022, MSP members engaged in 235 pursuits; this number increased 

by one to 236 pursuits last year. So far this year, MSP members have been 

involved in 33 pursuits. 

Nationally, on average, according to statistics from the U.S. 

Department of Justice, crashes occur in at least 30 percent of vehicle pur-

suits, and injuries or fatalities occur in 5 to 17 percent of pursuits. 

MSP’s revised policy aligns with recommendations from the Police 

Executive Research Forum in its 2023 report, “Vehicular Pursuits: A 

Guide for Law Enforcement Executives on Managing the Associated 

Risks.” 

This policy, as well as all other non-confidential department Official 

Orders can be found online on MSP’s Transparency and Accountability 

webpage at www.mi.gov/MSPtransparency.

Tacos and Treats Coming to N. First Street

Taco Bell and Biggby Coffee Site Plans Approved
By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – Next and deci-

sive steps have been taken to 

finalize the sale of the .41-acre 

former DNR building property at 

714 N. First St. in Harrison. The 

buyer? That would be Great 

Lakes Taco, LLC, whose plan for 

site development was approved 

March 12 by the Harrison 

Planning Commission. 

Presenting that site plan were 

Greg Lautzenheiser of L&A 

Architects in Rochester Hills, 

Mike Wizynajtys of REC 

Engineers in Ortonville, and Bob 

Grabowski, chief financial offi-

cer of Great Lakes Taco, LLC, 

Grand Blanc. The trio delved into 

the details of making this tiniest 

of commercial lots into a func-

tioning, fast-paced food retail 

site. 

Commissioners were shown 

actual samples of the exterior 

cementitious materials which 

will be used on the building, as 

well as being provided details of 

how drainage will be handled 

through use of porous surfacing 

that drains into large perforated 

detention pipes over catch basins. 

That area also will serve as large-

vehicle parking. That will be 

important for buses, although it 

was the unpreferred answer for 

CCTC Director Tom Pirnstill’s 

question about the drive-thru 

window overhang height. The 

overhang will not accommodate a 

bus drive-up. 

The possibility of light pollu-

tion into the park was noted, and 

Grabowski said the intention is to 

be a good neighbor an if a prob-

lem arises, it will be addressed. 

Grabowski said the site would 

feature interior seating for 24 and 

employ five people per shift. 

Commissioners then approved 

a motion to accept the site plan. 

Thus, the only remaining hurdle 

was Harrison City Council 

approval of the sale of the proper-

ty. And, right on cue, that was 

accomplished at Monday’s 

Council meeting. So, it was on to 

demolition followed by all the 

infrastructure and building con-

struction needed to meet 

Grabowski’s stated goal of “sell-

ing tacos by the Fourth of July.” 

The second site plan to be 

reviewed was presented by broth-

ers Mason and Tim Packard, 

owner/operators of the Biggby 

Coffee in Clare. Their plan calls 

for developing the former Big 

Joe’s car sales property at 717 N. 

First St., which is across the road 

from and a bit north of the just-

approved Taco Bell. Their two-lot 

property lies between Hang’s 

Chinese and Harrison Realty. 

The Biggby plan was highly 

detailed and included general 

notes, an existing topographic 

survey, demolition plan, site plan, 

site details, and a grading plan, 

along with various specifications. 

Bob Grabowski had cited that 

food services outlet growth is 

aiming for expansion into smaller 

markets, and the Packards’ vision 

aligns with that. 

Tim Packard noted that in the 

brothers’ first year in their Clare 

site, which opened in December 

2022, their store sales ranked No. 

3 in the nation – yeah, in the 

nation – which speaks not only to 

the standout accomplishment it 

is, but also to their entrepreneur-

ial commitment to the communi-

ty. He said that also speaks to 

reaching out to smaller markets 

as being the trend, and that he is 

excited about the Harrison site 

and expects to do well there. 

Tim Packard informed that 

employees would number up to 

six per shift during busy times 

and that the goal, although a hard 

one to meet, is to be open for 

Memorial Day. 

Having gone through the 20-

point site plan questions, 

Commissioner George Muscott 

posed some site-specific ques-

tions about screening and light 

leakage into the neighboring resi-

dential area. It was suggested that 

some shrubbery screening could 

prevent some customer headlight 

intrusion, and urged the Packards 

to visit the site in the evening 

hours to get a realistic view of 

what headlights problem could 

arise and how to best avert it. 

Commissioners then approved 

the plan, pending the approval of 

the zoning administrator as 

regards headlights into the neigh-

borhood. 

Other business for the evening 

included election of Harrison 

Planning Commission officers. 

After the usual joking discussion 

of who could be elected due to 

their absence, commissioners 

moved to reappoint officers to 

their current positions: Stacy 

Stocking as chair, George 

Muscott as vice chair, and Andy 

Saxton as secretary. 

After discussing the possibility 

of changing meeting frequency, it 

was decided the Harrison 

Planning Commission would 

continue to meet at 6 p.m. the 

second Tuesday of the month. 

The only change would be for 

meeting cancellations to be post-

ed the preceding Wednesday to 

better ensure residents who wish 

to attend will not learn of it 

through a note posted on the City 

Hall door. 

The Harrison Planning 

Commission is scheduled to meet 

next at 6 p.m. April 9 at Harrison 

City Hall, 2105 Sullivan Drive.

Greg Lautzenheiser of L&A Architects in Rochester Hills, Mike Wizynajtys of REC Engineers in 

Ortonville, and Bob Grabowski, chief financial officer of Great Lakes Taco, LLC, Grand Blanc, are pic-

tured with the rendering of the Taco Bell as it will be built at 714 N. First St. in Harrison.

Brothers Mason Packard, left, and Tim Packard describe the success of their current Biggby Coffee in 

Clare. Their site plan for a Biggby Coffee at 717 N. First St. in Harrison was approved, with contingency, 

by the Harrison Planning Commission at its March 12 meeting. (Cleaver photos by Dianne Alward-

Biery) 

New Policy Will Reduce Risk of Harm Caused by Pursuits

State Police Amends Policy  

to Restrict Pursuits
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JEFF GOYT

12

60+ years old, donation of $2.25 suggested. 
Under 60 years old, $5.00 per meal.  
Please reserve your meal one day in  
advance by 1 pm by calling the Harrison 
Dining Center at 989-539-6515 or Lake 
George Dining Center at 989-588-9841 ext. 
01. Meal is served at noon daily.  Centers 
are closed on holidays. 
 

Monday, March 18 
Chicken Cacciatore,  

Parslied Potatoes, 
Green Peas, Sliced Potatoes,  

Roll, Milk  

Tuesday, March 19 
American Goulash,  
Italian Green Beans,  

Cottage Cheese,  
Pineapple Chunks, Milk 

 
 

Wednesday, March 20 
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes  

with Gravy,  
Winter Blend Vegetables,  

Fruitables Juice,  
Chocolate Milk 

 Thursday, March 21 
Cuban Scrambled Eggs,  

Sausage, Potatoes O’ Brien,  
Orange Juice, Milk 

 
 Friday, March 22 

*CLOSED* 
Good Friday!  

March 25 - 29

Yesterday when I started this 

article the sun was shining, and the 

temperature was around sixty or 

fifty degrees and by evening all the 

snow in the yard was gone. Even 

the piles of snow mounds had dis-

appeared.  

When I woke up early this morn-

ing there were large mud puddles 

all over the yard and the two drive-

ways.  

I want to start out with this infor-

mation in regard to the future date 

for attending the Hunters safety 

class that will be located at the 

Harrison Sportsman Club located 

on Harrison Ave in Harrison. The 

date of the class is April 20 at 8 

a.m. Contact the DNR and register 

for the class. They will send all 

you need, prior to taking the class. 

It doesn’t take too much time to 

register. Lunch will be served at 

the Harrison Sportsmen Club at 

noon. 

 As soon as it starts getting 

warmer, fishermen will start to go 

to the river where they can get 

some steelhead. Most of the ice 

and snow has melted and I assume 

that the rain has gone into the river. 

Use caution when you are walking 

in the river.  

Deer hunting reports in the 

Upper Peninsula are down com-

pared to years past. It’s about the 

same kind of report that most areas 

received this year. Hunters and 

fishermen are telling me that they 

are upset with the DNR over the 

past few weeks. When they heard 

that depending on what lake you 

are going to fish on, it’s possible 

someone may have to get two 

licenses on that particular lake. 

There are other laws coming out 

that apparently are upset about 

new laws and rules coming out and 

some outdoorsmen are not happy.  

Hunters are upset because the 

DNR is thinking of changing the 

dates of opening day of deer sea-

son. Hunters have said they have 

an idea, but no one will pay atten-

tion to them.  

Hunters and fishermen are just 

sitting in their homes, there’s not 

much left to do for a while just 

waiting until something else to do 

outdoors comes along. As sports-

men do, they will set around and 

wait until they go trout fishing 

some two months from now. Most 

hunters are sitting around and are 

waiting to see if they got a turkey 

license.  

As I sit eating lunch, I’m amazed 

everything outside has dried up. 

Hopefully the fire danger won’t go 

up.  

A few days ago, a person talked 

with me about the loss of hunters in 

our community and it’s sad. I told 

him that the town used to be 

packed the day before opening day. 

Bars and restaurants were full. It 

was a fact that on opening day, 

there are more armed individuals 

in the woods than people in the US 

military.  

While I was working on this arti-

cle, I got a message that the Timber 

Doodles have started to land today 

around here and later I got notice 

of another one landing over by 

Lake George.  

If you find Harrison Hunters 

safety has filled, check other loca-

tions for possible openings. Also 

pay attention just check Harrison 

and they may have any openings. 

There are other things that the 

Harrison Sportsmen club youth 

group has a shooting program. 

 I wish each and every one of 

you success when you get your 

turkey license for wild turkey. 

There’s also a youth shooting 

group at the Harrison Sportsman 

Club in Harrison. If you’re inter-

ested contact someone at the club 

for information.  

More and more birds are return-

ing from the south. Birds from the 

south are here, birds like Robins 

and many others.  

Use caution if you are out in the 

woods, if you find fawns on the 

ground, stay a long way from them. 

Don’t pick wildflowers when you 

are in the woods. Don’t pick wild-

flowers in the woods. One type of 

flower can get you thrown in jail 

with it. Enjoy the outdoors this 

spring.     

 

 

A Glimpse into the  

Life of Marie Beemer Bailey 
By ANGELA  
KELLOGG-HENRY 
Cleaver Managing Editor 
 
When thinking of women in Clare County history 

Anna Marie Beemer Bailey stands out. Marie, as 
she was called, was born to Oliver and Lena 
(Gosine) Beemer on October 31, 1901, in Clare 
County. Her father Oliver was a legend in the coun-
ty and also to Marie. Marie wrote a lengthy essay 
about her father’s merits, but this article is about 
Marie and perhaps I can share that another time.  

She married Frederick Bailey (1898–1954) in 
1922. She changed her name with marriage but all 
her life she was known as Marie Beemer Bailey. 
Marie’s brother Art Beemer married Fred’s sister 
Thressia. Such is the tangled web of pioneer family 
trees when populations were smaller. In 1964, Art, 
Bill, and Fred Beemer were the founders of 
Beemer’s Sand and Gravel run by Art’s grandson 
Cody Beemer today. That business celebrates 60 
years of continuous business this year. 

Cody holds Marie’s diaries and other family his-
tory. Some of that collected history was used in the 
2014 book Harrison that Cody and I coauthored 
through Arcadia Publishing. In the 1970’s Marie 
intended to write a history book about Harrison but 
never did. She kept detailed diaries about her life 
with over 30 volumes in total. I’ve only read 
through one, but they detail her life from small 
things such as who she had lunch with or who she 
called on to noting family or community member 
deaths. The diaries are a glimpse into small town 
life seen through the eyes of a busy and vigorous 
member of the community. 

Marie was a schoolteacher for over 53 years in 
various positions in Clare County. She started 
teaching school in 1917 at the one room school-
house in Leota. Many news items ran in the Cleaver 
over the years similar to this 1943 clip from Frost 
Township, “The children of the Frost School 
enjoyed a program and Christmas tree at the school 
Wednesday morning. The children exchanged gifts 
and the teacher, Marie Beemer Bailey, presented 
them with gifts and boxes of candy and nuts. Each 
child in school received a sack of candy from the 
Long Lake Store.” 

In 2022, the Cleaver published an early legal 
cases synopsis by Jon Ringelberg in the case of 
Bailey vs. the Franklin Township Unit School from 
1939. This must have been big news at the time as 
there was a quarter size ad in the Cleaver prior to 
the court case listing the reasons Marie was let go 
and the breach of contract details. Ringelberg 
remembers Marie well and can tell a great story 
about her raking an attorney over the coals in the 
court room on a case he witnessed. 

Throughout her lifetime Marie had an infamous 
battle with the Clare County Road Commission 
over the road and road right-away conditions in 
front of her home on Grant Ave in Hayes Township. 
In 1957, the battle seemed to end with the county 
condemning the small right of way and compensat-
ing Marie in the amount of $205. She would not 
voluntarily sell the strip of land which was 33-feet 
wide and 835 feet in length. 

 Apparently, it didn’t end in 1957. The Cleaver 
has an item in 1974 that reads, “Superintendent 
Brandon informed the Commission Lapham 
Surveying had completed cross sectioning that por-
tion of Grant Avenue where Mrs. Marie Bailey had 
erected a concrete wall running parallel with the 
road for an approximate distance of 80 feet. Mr. 
Brandon questioned if it was the Commission’s 
desire to initiate a suit to have the wall removed 
After discussion, it was the consensus of the 
Commission that the Prosecuting Attorney be 
requested to initiate immediate civil proceedings in 
an attempt to have the wall removed.” 

In 1977, she attended a county commissioner 
meeting to question signs the road commission was 
installing. This appears to be a fight she never gave 
up. 

The Bailey’s lived in Alaska for a time in the 
mid-1940s and many letters and photos sent home 
survive today. One long letter from Marie to a 
friend was even published in the Clare Sentinel. 
Unfortunately, the letter is too long to republish 
here. Her letter details the food and people and ends 
with their happiness at their living situation, 
“Inside Passage trip is unforgettable. We reached 
Seattle without even a flat tire. Sold our car at an 
unbelievable price and got a warm welcome at the 
office here. I’ve got the best job I ever had, and 
Fred is extremely pleased with his and we are very 
glad we came. We miss our home and family and 
friends.”  

Marie was a friend of John E.”Spikehorn” Meyer 
the owner and bear man who ran a tourist attraction 
wildlife park south of Harrison. In 1958 she was 
named his guardian by Clare County Probate Court 
as he was deemed an incompetent person. He died 
a year later. Spikehorn is debated as the most color-
ful character to live in Clare County. 

Marie was a lifelong member of the Democratic 
Party. She held many positions in the Clare County 
party including chairman. 

Marie passed on at age 86 on August 4, 1988. 
Marie and Fred never had any children but were 
aunt and uncle to a great many nieces and nephews 

and had a large 
extended family. If 
you think we have 
only covered the tip of 
iceberg about Marie’s 
life you would be 
right. While I didn’t 
know her personally, I 
have a deep impres-
sion that she was a 
tenacious and busy 
person, her circle of 
acquaintance was 
large, and she was a 
woman of substance 
and character. An 
entire book could be 
written about Marie 
Beemer Bailey and 
likely many Harrison 
residents have memo-
ries of her today. 

   Fred and Marie Bailey in 1946 when they lived in Stevens Village, Alaska.

With April 1 marking the 

start of the 2024-25 ORV 

season here in Michigan, 

now is a great time to pur-

chase your license and trail 

permit. You’ll have access to 

4,000 miles of state-desig-

nated ORV trails and scram-

ble areas, eligible 

county/national forest roads, 

state forest roads (open to 

ORV use) and more. 

These licenses and trail 

permits are valid for one 

year, which begins April 1 

and ends March 31 of the fol-

lowing year.

   Marie and an unnamed companion near a set of big wheels, mostly 
likely at Hartwick State Park.  

   Marie (left) with her father Oliver and 
sister Susan.

   Above: Marie Beemer Bailey will with her 
friend John E. “Spikehorn” Meyer. 
 
   Left: A Cleaver ad for one of the many cam-
paigns of Marie Beemer Bailey.
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Have you 

been yeeted 

by a yeti 

yet?
It’s no secret that expert word-

play is the key to increasing your 

romantic attraction. After all, who 

doesn’t love a bonafide word 

nerd? 

Today’s word journey includes 

slang and common words that 

sound similar. If you’re playing at 

home, turn your dictionaries to the 

“y” section. 

Are we having fun yet? Let’s 

begin by examining the word 

“yet.” Although the exact origin 

of the word is unknown, in Old 

English, the words “get” and 

“gieta” mean “until now” or “thus 

far.” You can imagine how these 

words morphed along the way to 

arrive at the “yet” pronunciation 

we have today.  

The small but mighty “yet” is a 

versatile word. As an adverb, 

“yet” means “at the present time” 

or “so far,” while as a conjunc-

tion, it means “though” or “never-

theless.” Yet can be used as an 

adverb, yet it can also function as 

a conjunction. 

Let’s rewind a few dictionary 

entries ahead of “yet” and discuss 

the slang term “yeet.” My son 

uses “yeet” as a word to mean 

“throw strongly or wildly.” 

Originating as an exclamation of 

excitement around 2008, “yeet” is 

mainly used today the same way 

my son uses it: I yeeted the foot-

ball over the house and into my 

neighbor’s yard. 

Do you believe in the 

Abominable Snowman? If so, you 

believe in yetis. The yeti, not to be 

confused with its North American 

cousin, Bigfoot, is a legendary 

gigantic, hairy, humanlike crea-

ture who prowls around the 

Himalayas. The Abominable 

Snowman has done some great 

work in film, in movies ranging 

from the claymation classic 

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer” to Pixar’s “Monsters, 

Inc.” 

Have you heard of a “yettie”? I 

hadn’t either, although – as it turns 

out – I am one. Like the word 

“yuppie” was coined to signify a 

young, urban professional, a “yet-

tie” is a young, entrepreneurial and 

technology-based person. For my 

day job, I work as a technology 

copywriter for electronics compo-

nents clients. In addition, I have at 

least two side hustles. I think this 

qualifies me as a certifiable yettie. 

For our lightning round, know 

that a “yate” is a type of Australian 

eucalyptus tree. “Yatter” means to 

chatter or jabber. A “Yooper” is a 

person who lives in the Upper 

Peninsula of Michigan. “Yep” is an 

informal way to say “yes.” Are we 

clear on our wonky “y” words? 

The next time you’re bored, 

open a physical or internet diction-

ary; you never know what word 

wonders you’ll discover! 

 
Curtis Honeycutt is a syndicated 

humor columnist. He is the author 
of “Good Grammar is the Life of 
the Party: Tips for a Wildly 
Successful Life.” Find more at cur-
tishoneycutt.com.

Grammar Guy

As you can see from our front-

page placement, we are excited to 

have received a Better Newspaper 

Contest award from the Michigan 

Press Association.  

As far as we have found while 

researching this last week, this is a 

Cleaver first. Longtime former 

Cleaver owner Marty Bucholtz 

confirmed he doesn’t recall the 

Cleaver ever wining an award 

from the Michigan Press 

Association. The stacks of wood-

en plaques and awards here in the 

office are local awards of appreci-

ation from many organizations. 

Historically, Emil Bucholz was 

very involved in tourist associa-

tions, and he won many awards 

for his work promoting tourism 

and business in northern 

Michigan. He also attended many 

annual meetings of the Michigan 

Press Association. 

My main motivation for enter-

ing the contest was to show how 

small newspapers make a big dif-

ference in their community. We 

already know the economic 

impact of newspapers in a com-

munity. A local newspaper is a 

sign of economic health for the 

area it serves. We take our role in 

reporting on local government, 

people, and businesses very seri-

ously.  

Since Dianne Alward-Biery 

isn’t one to toot her own horn, I 

wanted to enter her work to a larg-

er audience for recognition from 

our peers. Dianne is a talented 

writer and a professional reporter. 

She is seen and not heard at most 

meetings and conducts herself in a 

respectful manner.  

Dianne receives compliments in 

our office often for her work. We 

appreciate the support of our read-

ers very much. We write and 

report with them in mind and we 

like to receive feedback. 

Dianne has also taught me a lot. 

It’s no secret I had never run a 

newspaper or a small business 

prior to purchasing the Cleaver. 

Dianne was the mentor that taught 

me the ropes, edited my work, and 

taught me right from wrong in the 

journalism world. 

There are a lot of wrongs today. 

Many print outlets take news 

directly from social media or 

hearsay sources. Many plagiarize 

from other news sources. Our 

work has even been stolen and in 

one case we had to contact an 

attorney to get that to stop.  

Speaking of writers: This month 

we say goodbye to the popular 

Grammar Guy. Curtis Honeycutt’s 

editorial run with his column 

Grammar Guy is done. Honeycutt 

is writing a column now about 

native plants for Central Indiana 

called “Wild by Design.” His 

Grammar Guy column won him 

several national awards and creat-

ed his book “Good Grammar is the 

Life of the Party: Tips for a Wildly 

Successful Life.” 
Ethan Wallace will be joining 

the Cleaver as a student writer. 

Ethan is the Harrison High School 

Class of 2024 Valedictorian and is 

considering a career in journalism. 

We are proud to support the next 

generation of community 

reporters, and we’ll make an offi-

cial announcement in a few weeks 

so our readers can learn more 

about Ethan.  

Thank you to all of you for sup-

porting and reading the Cleaver 

each week, or perhaps should I say 

the award-winning Clare County 

Cleaver. Thank you. 

Enjoying a Shining Moment

MICHIGAN HOUSE STAFFERS ARE UNIONIZING:  

WHAT COULD IT LOOK LIKE?
By LIZ NASS  

Capital News Service 

LANSING – The Michigan 

House is looking towards possible 

unionization of its staff, creating 

buzz on what a union could look 

like in the Capitol.  

A photo of the voting cards, used 

as a tally of how many staffers 

want to form a union, is stirring 

speculation that unionization is on 

the horizon. It appeared in a tweet 

from the Michigan Information and 

Research Service, a public affairs-

focused newsletter. 

Amber McCann, the press secre-

tary to Speaker Joe Tate, D-Detroit, 

said in a statement that the House 

leadership is aware of a move by 

some staffers to unionize.  

John Beck, an associate profes-

sor in the School of Human 

Resources and Labor Relations at 

Michigan State University, said it is 

“fairly rare” to see legislative aides 

unionizing.  

“People do not normally take 

unionization lightly,” Beck said. 

“That is because it’s a departure 

from their regular life. They have 

to assume that a unionized work-

place is better than what they cur-

rently have.”  

State legislatures have a mixed 

history when it comes to unioniz-

ing in the last decade, according to 

news reports.  

Oregon was the first state to 

allow legislative staff to unionize 

in 2021. After five tries, California 

legislative staffers finally received 

recognition as a union, but are 

awaiting the governor‘s approval 

of the union.  

According to Cal Matters, 

California staffers may have to 

wait until 2026 for that approval.  

While New York Senate staffers 

launched an effort last year that’s 

continuing, Washington, 

Massachusetts, Minnesota and 

New Hampshire staffers all made 

unsuccessful unionization efforts 

recently.  

Beck said to get a successful 

vote, the numbers are simple: 50% 

of House staffers plus one.  

But the sentiment behind the 

movement is really the motivating 

factor, he said.  

Historically, the three major rea-

sons for creating a successful union 

are greater benefits or wages, pro-

tecting employees’ ability to work 

and protecting workers’ rights 

through language in their collective 

bargaining contracts, he said. 

Beck said that he believes the 

proposed union is looking to pro-

tect its members in the face of the 

2024 election because they’re con-

cerned about keeping their jobs if 

their bosses – state representatives 

– aren’t reelected.  

“It might be motivated by fear 

that the Legislature would go the 

other way,” he said, referring to a 

shift from Democratic to 

Republican control, “and that 

they’re protecting themselves 

through unionization against any 

adverse actions in the future.” 

Rep. Dylan Wegela, D-Garden 

City, a member of the House 

Labor Committee, said that one 

main issue he believes unioniza-

tion would address is salaried 

positions that have a high turnover 

rate. 

“Staffers are paid drastically 

differently from office to office,” 

Wegela said. “I think there’s a lot 

of potential to move into a sched-

uled salary system for staffers that 

keep them here longer, and as a 

result, people in Michigan get bet-

ter policy.”  

He said he believes the union-

ization effort is long overdue and 

is glad that staffers are doing it 

now. 

Wegela said he’s encouraged his 

staff to sign cards in support of the 

movement. 

Rep. Tom Kunse, R-Clare, 

another member of the Labor 

Committee, said he heard about 

the drive through the news media 

rather than around the House.  

Kunse said if people feel they 

want to join a union, he supports 

their right and is “glad they have 

that right.”  

Kunse also said joining should 

be an individual decision. 

“If you want to join a union, you 

should be able to do so,” Kunse 

said. “If you don’t want to join a 

union. I don’t think you should 

have to do so to keep your job.” 

Kunse cited his support for a 

2018 U.S. Supreme Court ruling 

that restored the rights of public 

sector employees across the coun-

try to choose whether to be in a 

union.  

That ruling runs opposite 

Michigan’s recent repeal of the 

state’s right-to-work laws. The 

repeal allows unionized work-

places to resume requirements that 

employees must pay dues or 

agency fees for representation.  

However, Beck said the 

Supreme Court ruling is “mean-

ingless” because it wouldn’t allow 

staffers to exempt themselves 

from decisions made during union 

negotiations. 

“They would be covered by the 

same collective bargaining agree-

ment, and any bargaining outcomes 

bargain for the entire unit,” Beck 

said. “The only difference is that 

they could decide not to pay dues.”  

Another issue is whether the 

House would formally recognize a 

staff union, according to Beck. 

Such recognition would have to 

come from House leadership.  

Kunse said he believes Tate will 

recognize the union because 

House Democrats “have done 

whatever the unions have told 

them to do” and are “beholden” to 

unions that contribute to their 

campaigns. 

Sen. Sue Shink, D-Northfield 

Township., said she could see state 

Senate staff look towards union-

ization in the future as well if 

“they see that the House staffers 

are having a good experience with 

it.” 

However, Shink said she 

believes the decision lies wholly 

with what staffers think is best for 

themselves. 

“It’s really not my place to tell 

them what I think of staffers 

unionizing or not,” Shink said. 

“That is 100% their decision.” 

Wegela said, “All workplaces 

should reflect that the input of our 

staff should be listened to and 

thought about and taken seriously 

because, at the end of the day, 

nothing really moves without 

them.”

REP. TOM KUNSE

CORRECTIONS OFFICER ARRAIGNED 
HARRISON – The Clare 

County Sheriff ’s Office has 

released the following infor-

mation regarding an incident 

involving one of its corrections 

officers. 

 On Feb. 7, Clare County 

Sheriff, John Wilson issued a 

statement that there was an 

open, ongoing investigation by 

the Michigan Sheriff ’s 

Association, into allegations of 

misconduct, involving a Clare 

County Corrections officer. At 

that time, no further informa-

tion regarding the investigation 

was being released, as the mat-

ter was still being actively 

investigated.  

On March 13, Clare County 

Prosecuting Attorney Michelle 

Ambrozaitis authorized an 

arrest warrant for the officer. 

On March 14, 53-year-old 

Jake Tessner was arraigned in 

80th District Court by magis-

trate Steven Worpell on the 

TESSNER

charge of Criminal Sexual 

Conduct-2nd degree set forth by 

Clare County Prosecutor 

Michelle Ambrozaitis. Bond was 

set at $50,000 cash surety. He 

remained lodged at that time. 

Tessner has now posted bond 

and has resigned from the 

CCSO.
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IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN  
THE CLASSIFIEDS FOR GREAT RESULTS

We welcome new &  

returning patients! 
 

Call us today to set up an appointment for 

all your dental needs! 
 

Most insurances accepted & payment options are available.

Dr. Gierucki 
780 West Spruce Street • Harrison 

989-539-2146

11

Clare County was very well 

represented at the State of 

Michigan precinct delegate con-

vention for the Republican Party 

in Grand Rapids a few weeks ago. 

Out of dozens of applications, 

Rene Jeffords from Greenwood 

Township was elected as a dele-

gate to the Republican National 

Convention to be held in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin this sum-

mer.  Joel Johnson, also from 

Clare County was elected as an 

alternate.

Cake decorating competitors, from left, are Bea Ford (Farwell senior), Kenadee Overton (Harrison 

junior), Kaylyn Outinen (Harrison junior) and Jasmin Fischer (Farwell junior). 

ServSafe Knowledge Bowl: Team A secures 5th place in the state. 

From left, Noah Walker (Farwell junior), Katie Brinn (Beaverton 

junior), and Liberty Green (Clare junior). Pictured below are cake 

decorating competitors, from left, Kenadee Overton (Harrison jun-

ior) and Kaylyn Outinen (Harrison junior). 

The Greenwood Township Board 

held its regular monthly meeting on 

March 13. There were 15 visitors 

present. Harrison District Library 

rep Diane Wood informed us of 

ongoing activities. County 

Commissioner Dale Majewski gave 

his report. Our Township Insurance 

Agent, Ken Lind, was present and 

recommended that we review 

selected policies and procedures. 

Under Unfinished Business, four 

residents expressed interest in ful-

filling the vacant trustee position. 

Bronwyn Asplund was appointed 

effective April 1 for the term expir-

ing November 2024.  

Under New Business, the Spongy 

Moth spray area map was included 

with the monthly packet. The opt-

out date is April 1. The Board 

approved an ADA-use porta potty 

rental for the pavilion area from 

May 15 through Sept. 15. Kellie 

Bardouche will be the new Board of 

Review member. Tree planting and 

a new roof were discussed under 

ARPA commitments. The Board 

approved the Hazard Mitigation 

resolution. 

Under Board Member comments, 

the following items were noted: 

Gail Garrity stated the 

Neighborhood Watch meeting will 

be held March 20. Lorie Fliegel 

announced the next tax bills will be 

out July 1. Delinquent taxes are 

paid to the County. Rachel Mackson 

indicated the election went well. 

Jess McClaughry reminded every-

one that the Budget meeting will be 

held at 7 p.m. March 27. Residents 

need to remove winter grave blan-

kets no later than March 16 at the 

township cemetery. He expressed 

condolences to the family of long-

time resident Dick Cottrell who 

passed away recently. 

The next regular township board 

meeting will be held at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 10. In honor of 

our township’s 150th anniversary, 

coffee and cake will be served at 

that meeting. Greenwood Township 

residents are especially invited to 

attend, but ALL meetings are open 

to the public. 

GAIL GARRITY 

Greenwood Trustee

G R E E N W O O D  T O W N S H I P  N E W S

Rene Jeffords Elected Delegate  
to Republican National Convention

Clare-Gladwin 
CTE Culinary 
Arts Program 
Shines at 2024 
ProStart State 
Competition

The Clare-Gladwin Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) 

Culinary Arts program demon-

strated exceptional talent and skill 

at the 2024 ProStart State 

Competition, held on March 10-

11 at the Radisson Plaza Hotel in 

Kalamazoo. The event featured 

seven competitions over two 

days, drawing participation from 

more than 400 high school stu-

dents representing 28 Michigan 

schools across the state. Hosted 

by the Michigan Hospitality 

Foundation, the Michigan 

ProStart Competition showcased 

the culinary skills of students 

statewide. 

The Clare-Gladwin CTE 

Culinary program, represented by 

14 students, competed in both the 

ServSafe Knowledge Bowl and 

Cake Decorating categories. Team 

A from the ServSafe Knowledge 

Bowl placed 5th overall. 

Congratulations to the Clare-

Gladwin CTE Culinary Arts pro-

gram for their outstanding per-

formance at the 2024 ProStart 

State Competition. 

ABOUT CTE: Clare-Gladwin 

CTE provides what was previous-

ly recognized in local high 

schools as vocational education or 

skilled trades training. CTE offers 

that training to juniors and seniors 

at high schools in Beaverton, 

Clare, Farwell, Gladwin and 

Harrison in many diverse career 

fields, including Automotive 

Technology, Culinary Arts, 

Construction Trades, Health 

Occupations, Advanced 

Integrated Manufacturing, Digital 

Media, Welding Technology, 

Education Occupations, Criminal 

Justice and Agricultural Science. 

Students learn valuable profes-

sional and personal skills that 

help prepare them for life after 

high school, whether it’s in col-

lege, the workforce or both. For 

more information, visit the CTE 

website at www.CTE 
itsworking.com.

Harrison Community Schools Board Member Honored
 A Harrison Community Schools board mem-

ber earned two awards from the Michigan 

Association of School Boards for their efforts 

to improve leadership skills, demonstrating 

their commitment to student achievement and 

their own continuous improvement. Awards are 

earned for classes completed in MASB’s lead-

ership training program, as well as for confer-

ence attendance, years of service and leader-

ship activities. Whole boards that achieve and 

maintain certification status are also recog-

nized.  

Kendra Durga earned Level 1, Certified 

Board Member Award and Level 2, Award of 

Merit. MASB training and professional devel-

opment help board members to keep pace with 

the fast-moving and complex changes in public 

education. Last year, more than 1,800 school 

board members statewide participated in 

MASB’s professional development program 

for elected school leaders. The hours devoted 

to this training are above and beyond the time 

members spend at their local meetings, events, 

and reviewing policies and board packets.  

“Our community is so fortunate to have 

Kendra Durga, and our other members, on our 

board,” states Superintendent Judy Walton. 

“Currently board president, Kendra has the 

heart of a servant leader, and her words and 

deeds are steadfastly in service of students, 

staff, families, and the Harrison community.” 

 “I’ve worked with school boards and public 

schools for more than 25 years and am always 

in awe of the commitment of so many mem-

bers,” said MASB Executive Director Don 

Wotruba, CAE. “Schools are under exceptional 

pressure to be innovative and reinvent the way 

they deliver education. Training equips them 

with the tools necessary to make the best deci-

sions for Michigan’s schoolchildren. The time 

they spend being servant leaders and honing 

their skills is second to none.”  

A full overview of the individual and whole-

board training levels can be viewed at 

masb.org/miboardawards.

Colt Ford and Little Texas to Play the Marion Fair
The Marion Fair in Marion, 

Michigan, is pleased to announce a 

concert experience of epic propor-

tions! 

On Wednesday, June 12,  get 

ready for Colt Ford and Little 

Texas with special guests Dusty 

Leigh and local favorites, 

Freshwater Roots! 

Colt Ford consistently blazes his 

own trail. With hits like, “Drivin’ 

Around Song,” “Back,” and 

“Chicken & Biscuits,” the Georgia 

singer, songwriter, rapper, musi-

cian, performer, and co-founder 

and co-owner of Average Joes 

Entertainment keeps up pace as 

country’s preeminent independent 

maverick. Selling over 3 million 

albums, attracting millions of fol-

lowers on social media and hitting 

1 billion-plus streams, the country 

rap pioneer’s dynamic discography 

spans collaborations with every-

one from Toby Keith, Brad 

Paisley, Keith Urban, and Jermaine 

Dupri to members of No Doubt, 

Lit, and Lady Antebellum. 

Additionally, he co-wrote Jason 

Aldean’s No. 1 hit “Dirt Road 

Anthem” and Brantley Gilbert’s 

No. 1 hit “Country Must Be 

Country Wide.” 

Throwing it back to our heyday, 

we are thrilled to also welcome, 

Little Texas! In the early ’90s, 

Little Texas burst onto the scene 

with songs written, recorded, and 

performed exclusively by the 

members themselves. They quickly 

became one of the top vocal bands 

of the decade with huge hit songs 

including, “God Blessed Texas,” 

“What Might Have Been,” and 

“My Love.” With thousands of 

shows, eight albums, 12 Top 20 

singles (seven Top 10 songs and 

three consecutive No. Ones in a 

12-month period) and multiple 

Grammy, CMA and ACM nomina-

tions (winning the ACM for Top 

Vocal Group in 1994) it’s easy to 

understand why the group earned 

the moniker, “Hardest Working 

Band in Country Music.” 

The concert kicks off with 

recording artist Dusty Leigh. Dusty 

is far from your average performer. 

He started by combining the hard-

core element of Hip-Hop with the 

witty wordplay of Pop and his style 

evolved to a genre he refers to as 

R&C - Rhythm and Country. The 

31-year-old entertainer, hailing 

from Louisville, Kentucky prefers 

to set trends instead of following 

them. 

One night, four amazing artists! 

We can’t wait to spend the evening 

with you in Marion, Michigan!



Thursday, March 21, 2024Page 6 THE CLARE COUNTY CLEAVER • HARRISON, MICHIGAN

Be Seen....Here In Our Successful....Widespread: 

CLASSIFIEDS
$6.00 for 24 words 

.05¢ for Each Additional Word 

Deadline is Monday at 5:00 PM 

Not Responsible For AdsTaken Over The Phone!

Online posting of classifieds is included FREE with your print ad  
at ClareCountyCleaver.net

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

Chemical & Pesticide 

Free Catnip! 

Catnip has been known to 

alleviate anxiety and stress 

in some cats. It may also 

help with stomach issues 

and appetite. Don’t be shy, 

give Purple Panther Catnip a 

try! 

Locally grown in Harrison, 

MI. Available at the Clare 

County Cleaver office in 

Harrison & Elm Creek in 

Farwell.  

Like us on Facebook: 

PurplePantherCatnip 

2tf 

*** 
Firewood for sale 

Oak, seasoned, split, $60 

face cord, $25 camper 

stacks. Harrison. Please call 

989-741-0084. 

10-3* 

*** 
Brand New 

Samsung Bespoke 23 cubic 

ft., 4-door French door 

Smart Refrigerator counter 

depth. Please call 989-371-

6854. Price $1,900. 

12* 

*** 

 
 

Two abandoned vehicles 

up for bid 

At Fox Wrecker Service 

3265 E. Hamilton Dr. on 

March 22, 2024, from 7 am 

to 8 am. 

12* 
*** 

Huge Johnson Online 

Estate Auction  

Bidding Is Open: 

Sale Features: Antique 

Fordson & J.D. Tractors, 

Over (60) Other Tractors 

For Parts Or Restoration, 

Antique & Modern Farm 

Equip., Trucks, Lumber, 

Approx. 50 Tons Of Scrap. 

Inspection Always 

Welcome.  

Located: 8005 Old State 

Rd., Whittemore. The Milo 

Johnson Estate. John Peck 

Auctions (989) 426-8061. 

To View A Complete 

Detailed Listing With 

Hundreds Of Photo’s Visit 

johnpeckauctions.com 

12-1 

*** 
 

 

Notice of Foreclosure by 

Advertisement 

Notice is given under sec-

tion 3212 of the revised 

judicature act of 1961, 1961 

PA 236, MCL 600.3212, 

that the following mortgage 

795 N. 1st St. • Box 499 
Harrison, MI 48625 

P R O P E R T I E S  F O R  E V E R Y  B U D G E T

www.Harrison-Realty.com 
Harrison Office: 989-539-2261 

989-539-9770 (fax) • office@harrison-realty.com 
Member of the Clare-Gladwin Board of Realtors  

www.claregladwinrealtors.com

Downsizing or looking for that forever home? Land or Waterfront. Listings in houses, cabins,  
lakefronts & acreage are all selling fast. Contact us today to list yours, we have buyers waiting!

12

671 LONG LAKE 50 sandy ft on all-sports Long Lake, 3 BD, 1.5 

bath, open concept ranch home with 2 story garage for 4 cars. 

$373,000 For Info Text RBJYHWH To 52187 

2364 FINLEY 3bd 3ba home with full walk out basement. Enjoy 

the wildlife on 6 acres of wooded property. Endless storage. 

$347,400 For Info Text RBJXRSN To 52187 

2246 CRANBERRY LK Dream big with a church you turn into a 

home, easy 7-BD or more, fireplace, full w/o basement on 5 acres. 

$220,000 For Info Text RBJDGFB To 52187 

976 HILLCREST 47.5 ft of waterfront on Budd Lake. 3BR/2BA 

two separate units could make great income property potential. 

$206,000 For Info Text RBJZSPF To 52187 

214 BROWN Charming 1440 sf stone church was built in 1930, 

plus 2800 sf dining hall with large professional kitchen. $155,000 

For Info Text RBJXTVM To 52187 

3676 HARRISON AVE Erected in 2006, this 3786sf awaits crafty 

buyer to finish into unique home on 10 acres. Land contract avail. 

$148,000 For Info Text RBJVVJV To 52187 

PARCEL G SHERIDAN Nice building lot on Sutherland Lake. 

This lot is ready to be built on after you clear your perfect spot. 

$69,900 For Info Text RBJTFPC To 52187 

NHN RIVERS TERRACE this lot would make a beautiful build-

ing site for a home or hunting cabin. Walking distance from Secord 

Lake. $55,900 For Info Text RBJZBZN To 52187 

475* CLARE AVE 50ft on Business 127 provides great exposure 

for this 0.62 acre commercial building lot. Close to town & Xway 

$29,900 For Info Text RBJVHGG To 52187 

8757 EIGHT POINT LAKE This lot includes all hook-ups, well, 

sewer and electric, conditions unknown. Canal waterfront. $29,500 

For Info Text RBJXMHN To 52187 

NHN CARPENTER Waterfront Lots on a no motor Duck Lake. 

Take in the sights with your rowboat or kayak $22,400 

For Info Text RBJHGNY To 52187 

NHN MANNSIDING 1.25 acre wooded lot on a paved road with 

electricity at the street. This lot is close to Windover Lake. $19,900 

For Info Text RBJRRSZ To 52187

LEGAL NOTICES  
CONTINUED ON  
PAGES 7 & 8

will be foreclosed by a sale 

of the mortgaged premises, 

or some part of them, at a 

public auction sale to the 

highest bidder for cash or 

cashier’s check at the place 

of holding the circuit court 

in Clare County, starting 

promptly at 11:00 AM, on 

April 3, 2024. The amount 

due on the mortgage may be 

greater on the day of sale. 

Placing the highest bid at 

the sale does not automati-

cally entitle the purchaser to 

free and clear ownership of 

the property. A potential 

purchaser is encouraged to 

contact the county register 

of deeds office or a title 

insurance company, either 

of which may charge a fee 

for this information: 
Name(s) of the mort-

gagor(s): Jack H. Morrison, 

a single man 

Original Mortgagee: 

James B. Nutter & 

Company 
Foreclosing Assignee (if 

any): GITSIT Solutions 

LLC 

Date of Mortgage: January 

9, 2008 
Date of Mortgage 

Recording: March 3, 2008 
Amount claimed due on 

date of notice: $194,027.75 
Description of the mort-

gaged premises: Situated in 

Township of Hayes, Clare 

County, Michigan, and 

described as: PART OF 

THE SE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 OF 

SECTION 20, T19N, R4W, 

CITY OF HARRISON, 

CLARE COUNTY, MICHI-

GAN, DESCRIBED AS 

BEGINNING N 89 DEG. 

13 MINUTES 52 SEC-

ONDS E., ALONG THE 

E/W 1/4 LINE, 1316.37 

FEET., FROM W 1/4 COR-

NER OF SAID SECTION 

20; THENCE N 00 DEG. 12 

MINUTES 22 SECONDS 

W. ALONG THE W 1/8 

LINE, 982.20 FEET; 

THENCE S 83 DEG. 02 

MINUTES 52 SECONDS 

E., 331.66 FEET, THENCE 

S 00 DEG. 12 MINUTES 

22 SECONDS E., 937.64 

FEET, THENCE S 89 DEG. 

13 MINUTES 52 SEC-

ONDS W., ALONG THE 

E/W 1/4 LINE 329.09 

FEET, BACK TO THE 

PLACE OF BEGINNING. 
Common street address (if 

any): 1375 Byfield Dr, 

Harrison, MI 48625-9357 

The redemption period 

shall be 6 months from the 

date of such sale, unless 

determined abandoned in 

accordance with MCL 

600.3241a; or, if the subject 

real property is used for 

agricultural purposes as 

defined by MCL 

600.3240(16). 

If the property is sold at 

foreclosure sale under 

Chapter 32 of the Revised 

Judicature Act of 1961, pur-

suant to MCL 600.3278 the 

borrower will be held 

responsible to the person 

who buys the property at the 

mortgage foreclosure sale or 

to the mortgage holder for 

damaging the property dur-

ing the redemption period. 
Attention homeowner:  

If you are a military serv-

ice member on active duty, 

if your period of active duty 

has concluded less than 90 

days ago, or if you have 

been ordered to active duty, 

please contact the attorney 

for the party foreclosing the 

mortgage at the telephone 

number stated in this notice. 

This notice is from a debt 

collector. 

Date of notice:  

February 29, 2024 

Trott Law, P.C. 

31440 Northwestern Hwy, 

Suite 145 

Farmington Hills, MI 

48334 

(248) 642-2515 

1523339 

(02-29)(03-21)  

9-3 

*** 
Notice of Foreclosure  

by Advertisement 

Notice is given under sec-

tion 3212 of the revised 

judicature act of 1961, 1961 

PA 236, MCL 600.3212, 

that the following mortgage 

will be foreclosed by a sale 

of the mortgaged premises, 

or some part of them, at a 

public auction sale to the 

highest bidder for cash or 

cashier’s check at the place 

of holding the circuit court 

in Clare County, starting 

promptly at 11:00 AM, on 

April 3, 2024. The amount 

due on the mortgage may be 

greater on the day of sale. 

Placing the highest bid at 

the sale does not automati-

cally entitle the purchaser to 

free and clear ownership of 

the property. A potential 

purchaser is encouraged to 

contact the county register 

of deeds office or a title 

insurance company, either 

of which may charge a fee 

for this information: 
Name(s) of the mort-

gagor(s): Paul H. Williams, 

unmarried 

Original Mortgagee: 

Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc., 

as mortgagee, as nominee 

for lender and lender’s suc-

cessors and/or assigns 
Foreclosing Assignee (if 

any): New American 

Funding, LLC 

Date of Mortgage: 

December 17, 2021 
Date of Mortgage 

Recording: January 5, 2022 
Amount claimed due on 

date of notice: $288,610.57 
Description of the mort-

gaged premises: Situated in 

Township of Frost, Clare 

County, Michigan, and 

described as: Part of the 

Southeast 1/4 of the 

Southeast 1/4, Section 9, 

Town 20 North, Range 4 

West, described as: begin-

ning at the Southeast corner 

of said Section 9; thence 

South 89 degrees 28 min-

utes 45 seconds West, along 

the South section line, 

330.50 feet; thence North 00 

degrees 01 minutes 57 sec-

onds East, 944.77 feet to the 

center line of Bailey Road; 

thence South 78 degrees 42 

minutes 18 seconds East 

along said center line 

337.07 feet to the East 

Section line; thence South 

00 degrees 02 minutes 20 

seconds West, along said 

East Section line, 875.75 

feet back to the place of 

beginning. 
Common street address (if 

any): 10175 Bailey Dr, 

Harrison, MI 48625-7601 

The redemption period 

shall be 6 months from the 

date of such sale, unless 

determined abandoned in 

accordance with MCL 

600.3241a; or, if the subject 

real property is used for 

agricultural purposes as 

defined by MCL 

600.3240(16). 

If the property is sold at 

foreclosure sale under 

Chapter 32 of the Revised 

Judicature Act of 1961, pur-

suant to MCL 600.3278 the 

borrower will be held 

responsible to the person 

who buys the property at the 

mortgage foreclosure sale or 

to the mortgage holder for 

damaging the property dur-

ing the redemption period. 
Attention homeowner:  

If you are a military serv-

ice member on active duty, 

if your period of active duty 

has concluded less than 90 

days ago, or if you have 

been ordered to active duty, 

please contact the attorney 

for the party foreclosing the 

mortgage at the telephone 

number stated in this notice. 

This notice is from a debt 

collector. 

Date of notice: 

 February 29, 2024 

Trott Law, P.C. 

31440 Northwestern Hwy, 

Suite 145 

Farmington Hills, MI 

48334 

(248) 642-2515 

1523897 

(02-29)(03-21) 

9-3 

*** 
Notice of Foreclosure by 

Advertisement. 

Notice is given under sec-

tion 3212 of the revised 

judicature act of 1961, 1961 

PA 236, MCL 600.3212, 

that the following mortgage 

will be foreclosed by a sale 

of the mortgaged premises, 

or some part of them, at a 

public auction sale to the 

highest bidder for cash or 

cashier’s check at the place 

of holding the circuit court 

in Clare County, starting 

promptly at 11:00 AM, on 

LEGAL NOTICES

AUCTIONS

Kitchen  
and  

bathroom  
remodeling 

 

 

Call Will 

989-387-5130

1
1
-3

*

April 10, 2024.  

The amount due on the 

mortgage may be greater on 

the day of the sale. Placing 

the highest bid at the sale 

does not automatically enti-

tle the purchaser to free and 

clear ownership of the prop-

erty. A potential purchaser is 

encouraged to contact the 

county register of deeds 

office or a title insurance 

company, either of which 

may charge a fee for this 

information.  

MORTGAGE: 

Mortgagor(s): Brad Walsh, 

a married man  

Original Mortgagee: 

Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc. 

(“MERS”), solely as nomi-

nee for lender and lender`s 

successors and assigns  

Date of mortgage: 

December 2, 2020  

Recorded on December 4, 

2020, Liber 1466, on Page 

60,  
Foreclosing Assignee (if 

any): Rocket Mortgage, 

LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, 

LLC  
Amount claimed to be due 

at the date hereof: Sixty-

One Thousand Two 

Hundred Sixty-Five and 

70/100 Dollars ($61,265.70)  

Mortgaged premises: 

Situated in Clare County, 

and described as: Lot 51 of 

Airport Forest Subdivision, 

as per plat thereof recorded 

in Liber 2 of Plats, Page 20, 

Clare County Records. 

Commonly known as 4561 

Williams Rd, Harrison, MI 

48625  

The redemption period 

will be 6 month from the 

date of such sale, unless 

abandoned under MCL 

600.3241a, in which case 

the redemption period will 

be 30 days from the date of 

such sale, or 15 days from 

the MCL 600.3241a(b) 

notice, whichever is later; or 

unless extinguished pur-

suant to MCL 600.3238. If 

the above referenced prop-

erty is sold at a foreclosure 

sale under Chapter 32 of Act 

236 of 1961, under MCL 

600.3278, the borrower will 

be held responsible to the 

person who buys the proper-

ty at the mortgage foreclo-

sure sale or to the mortgage 

holder for damaging the 

property during the redemp-

tion period.  
Attention homeowner: 

If you are a military serv-

ice member on active duty, 

if your period of active duty 

has concluded less than 90 

days ago, or if you have 

been ordered to active duty, 

please contact the attorney 

for the party foreclosing the 

mortgage at the telephone 

number stated in this notice.  

Rocket Mortgage, LLC 

f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC 

Mortgagee/Assignee 

Schneiderman & Sherman 

P.C.  

23938 Research Dr,  

Suite 300  

Farmington Hills, MI  

48335  

248.539.7400 

1524532 

(03-07)(03-28) 
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*** 
STATE OF 

MICHIGAN 

55TH JUDICIAL  

CIRCUIT 

ORDER FOR SERVICE 

BY PUBLICATION/ 

POSTING AND NOTICE 

OF ACTION 

CASE NO. 

24-900035-CH 

Court address: 
225 W. Main Street 

Harrison, MI. 48625 
Court telephone: 
989-539-7131 

Gregory Griffith and Sharon 

Griffith 

Timothy B. Myers 

P48152 

4139 W. Walton Blvd. 

Suite F 

Waterford, MI. 48329 

248-909-2424  
V 

Heirs, Devisees, or 

Assigness of Ann Marie 

Cole, deceased 

Address unknown 

TO: Heirs, Devisees, or 

Assigness of Ann Marie 

Cole, deceased 
IT IS ORDERED: 

1. You are being sued in this 

court by the plaintiff to quiet 

title to real property com-

monly known as 710 

Roberts, Harrison, MI 

48625 / Tax Parcel #18-005-

700-044-00. You must file 

your answer or take other 

action permitted by law in 

this court at the court 

address above on or before 

4/1/2024. If you fail to do 

so, a default judgment may 

be entered against you for 

the relief demanded in the 

complaint filed in this case.  

2. A copy of this order shall 

be published once each 

week in Clare County 

Cleaver for three consecu-

tive weeks, and proof shall 

be filed in this court.  

Dated: 2/22/2024 

Judge Hovey 
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*** 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

PROBATE COURT 

CLARE COUNTY 

NOTICE TO  

CREDITORS 

Right-Way 
Roofing  
& Siding 

 

Roofing & 
Repairs  

Call 

989-387-5650  
Actively Hiring!

1
0
-2

*

Now Doing Bids for 2024

Decedent’s Estate 

CASE NO. and JUDGE 

Hon. Marcy A. Klaus 

Court address: 
 225 W. Main Street, 

Harrison, Michigan 48625 
Court telephone: 
 (989) 539-7109 

Estate of JUDY SKELTON, 

Deceased AUGUST  

Date of Birth: AUGUST 5, 

1947. 
TO ALL CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO  

CREDITORS: 

   The decedent, JUDY 

SKELTON, died SEPTEM-

BER 30, 2023.  

   Creditors of the decedent 

are notified that all claims 

against the estate will be 

forever barred unless pre-

sented to MELISSA HICK-

MAN-JACKSON, personal 

representative, or to both the 

probate court at 225 W. 

MAIN STREET, HARRI-

SON, MI. 48625 and the 

personal representative 

within 4 months after the 

publication of this notice.  

Date: March 1, 2024 

Mark R. Pasquali 

 P70008 

405 S. Mission St, Suite E 

Mt. Pleasant, MI. 48858 

(989) 400-4646 

Melissa Hickman-Jackson 

1370 S. Chippewa Road 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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CONDELL 
WONDER LAND 

REALTY 
(989) 539-2771 

3701 N. Clare Ave. • Harrison, MI

www. BuyHarrisonRealEstate.com 

Located 3/4 Miles North of State Park 

989-539-2771 

realestate@condellwonderlandrealty.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Troy A. Condell 

Tony Condell 

Dale Walter Jr. 

Gail Korman 

 

 

Bob Dahl 

Rob Dimmer

In Business 34 Years!
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452NClareAveHarrison 
MI.IsForSale.com  
3Bdrm, full basement, 2 
baths, family room, utility, 
att. 2 car garage, 1 car, Nat. 
Gas, & a 6,000 sq. ft. build-
ing, once a Church, S. Of 
town on 3 acres. $325,000. 
Text 888-866-9492 enter 
P94492 
  
5AcresBlanche.IsForSale.
com  
5+ acres at end of a short 
dead-end Rd. with elec. 
cable and nat. gas avail., 
wooded, trails & recently 
surveyed. $34,900. Text 

888-866-9492 enter 
P93381 
 
362ShappellSt.IsForSale.
com  
Remodeled & updated 3-
bedroom home with unfin-
ished upstairs, tile flooring, 
slab for garage or shed, 
large lot across from Blue 
Gill access & close to Long 
Lk. Only $99,900. Text 
888-866-9492 enter 
P94861 
  
4838WildwoodDr.IsFor 
Sale.com  
3/could be 4-bedroom 
home/cottage with several 

storage buildings, & near 
beach. $79,900. Text 888-
866-9492 enter P95077 
 
3600EMANNSIDINGRd.
IsForSale.com  
Commercial 1.7 acres off N 
US-127 (N) Expressway 
exit, approx. 1,500 Sq. Ft. 
Building with 2 service 
bays, office, 9,000 veh. 
Lift, 2 baths, large parking 
lot, high traffic location. 
$179,900. Text 888-866-
9492 enter P94291 
 
 
 

 

   Looking to buy or sell?
Harrison, MI 48625

x 147eet • PO Bo286 S. First Str  

   FNIEROMRONAC??to buy or sellto buy or sellLooking FLooking N O
I FONFINEROMRO

A
F

C
N

S
AN

CA
SC

operties.prealtyoperties | info@cummingsr.prealty.cummingsrwww
989-502-2026
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621 W. Clarence Rd, 
Harrison - $275,000 – 3 
bedrooms, 2 full baths, 
2100 sq ft, split level 
home built in 1980, 9.50 
acres, 56x32 pole barn 
w/car lift. Nicely reno-
vated inside and out-
side. 

2041 Lois St., Harrison 
- $169,500 – 2 bed-
rooms, 1 full bath, 1165 
sq ft, updated home 
with deck, .43 of an 
acre, just outside of city 
limits, 30x40 pole barn 
in 2019, new drain field 
in 2018. 

 

5 Acres Temple Dr, 
Harrison - $75,000 - 5 
secluded acres with a 
14x30 shed/cabin with 
solar panels.  Close to 
town, paved road, per-
fect for a weekend get-
away or building your 
dream home. 

2530 Larch Rd, 
Harrison - $34,900 – 
Buildable .68 acres 
vacant land with 5” 
well, septic, electric, 
and a 24x48 founda-
tion.  Corner lot, paved 
road, and nicely locat-
ed just outside of town. 

 

3390 N. Clare Ave, 
Harrison - $57,500 – 
Commercial building, 
.46 acres, new roof & 
windows within the 
past year.  Open con-
cept, 3 additional 
rooms, plenty of park-
ing, possible drive-thru 
window. 

4120 Oak Ridge Dr, 
Harrison - $97,000 – 2 
beds, 1 full bath, 577 sq 
ft, sneak view of 
Cranberry Lake, walk 
to beach. Many 
updates last 3 years, 
forced air furnace, win-
dows, roof, tiered 

decking, & more. 

6644 Carpenter Rd, 
Harrison - $124,900 – 2 
bedrooms, 1 full bath, 
912 sq ft home on no 
wake Duck Lake, 1 car 
garage. Eat in kitchen, 
sunroom, nice deep lot. 

3985 N. Clare Ave, 
Harrison - $125,000 – 
Commercial building, 
known as Pudgy’s 
Diner, 1020 sq ft 
includes restaurant 
equipment. 1344 sq ft 
doublewide, 3 beds, 2 
baths, shared well, 2 
septics. 

Public Notice 
 
   Greenwood Township budget hearing will 
be held at Township Hall March 27 at 7 PM. 
3447 West Temple Dr. Harrison, MI 48625.  
   Budget information is posted on the website 
greenwoodtownship.org.   
   For more information please contact the 
Clerk, Rachel Mackson, 989-572-0456, 
clerk@greenwoodtwp.org.  

Rachel Mackson 
Greenwood Township Clerk 
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Frost Township 
Notice of Public Hearing 

 
   The Frost Township Board will hold a 
Budget Workshop on March 26, 2024, at 10:00 
AM at the Frost Township Hall to make any 
necessary amendments to the 2023/2024 
budget and to address the 2024/2025 Township 
Budget.    
   A Public Hearing on the proposed Township 
budget for the fiscal year 2024/2025 will take 
place at the Frost Township Hall 9031 N. Clare 
Ave. Harrison, MI on March 29, 2024, at 10:00 
AM.  
The property tax millage rate proposed 

to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this hearing. 
 

Joan Ra�ray 
Frost Township Clerk 

12
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needed & appreciated!
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Harrison Women  
of the Moose   

Sunday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A22334  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Moose Lodge  

Monday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A21561  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Lions Club  

Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. 
Harrison Lions Club Bldg. 

Fairgrounds, Harrison 
License # A01110  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Women 
of the Moose  

Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A20074  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Lions Club  

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. 
Harrison Lions Club Bldg. 

Fairgrounds, Harrison 
License # A01110  

Proceeds for General Fund 

VFW Post 1075  

Friday - 6:00 p.m. 
VFW Post 1075 - Harrison 

License # A00154 

Proceeds for General Fund 

VFW Post 1075  

Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 
VFW Post 1075 - Harrison 

License # A21883 

Proceeds for General Fund 

Post Your 
Bingo Games 

Here For 
Only $5/week 

Players’ Guide

12
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St. Athanasius Church  
Mass Schedule 

Sunday 11 am 
310 S. Broad St., Harrison 

989-539-6232

Post Your Church Services  
Here For Only  

$6/week Places of Worship
First Congregational UCC  

Church School 10:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am 
211 W. Spruce St., Harrison 

989-539-7163

The Gathering - A  
United Methodist Church  

Join Us Sunday 11 am 
3090 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

989-539-1445

St. Lukes Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod  

Service Sunday 10:30 am 
616 S. 4th St., Harrison 

989-539-6312

Community Baptist Church  
Sunday School 9:45 am 

Morning Service 11 am 

Evening Service 6 pm 
Wed. Serv. & King’s Kids 6:30 pm 

Harrison United  
Brethren Church  

Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 11 am 
989-539-9131

Sponsor: 
Hilts Plumbing & Heating  

426 N. 2nd St. • Box 250 

Harrison 

989-539-5551

Sponsor: 
Harrison Lumber  

Do-It Center  
Building Supply Center 

989-539-7136

Sponsor: 
Monte’s Restaurant  

3897 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

989-539-2262

OBITUARIES

1-26*

Pray 
The 

Rosary

VISIT THESE LOCAL  
MERCHANTS  
& GET YOUR  

CLEAVER TODAY! 
NEWS STAND PRICE $0.75  

OR SUBSCRIBE & SAVE! 
$30/$32 A YEAR 
IN/OUT OF COUNTY

Harrison 
Save-A-Lot 
Harrison Lumber 
Sunrise #16 
Sheri’s Diner 
Family Fare 
Family Fare Quick 
   Stop Gas 
K-D Quik Stop 
Sunrise #17 
Party Dock 
Harrison Family 
Pharmacy 
Up North Coffee 
Walraven’s  
Shell 
Shop N Go (by 
Wilson 
State Park) 
Steve’s Market 
Kern’s 
Big C’s Party Store 
Long Lake Store 
Sunrise #19 
Harrison EZ Mart 
Sharp’s Market 
Chuck’s Shop & 
Save  
Bob’s Party Store 
Monte’s  
  Restaurant 
Discount Variety 
Temple Party    
   Store 
Trail’s End 
   Pit Stop 

Clare  
Northern Stop  
   & Shop 
Beacon & Bridge 
Shell 
Walgreens 
Gateway  
   Pharmacy 
Witbecks 
Next Door Food 
Store 
Cops &  
   Doughnuts 

Farwell 
Next Door Food 
   Store 
Eagle Pharmacy 
Carrow’s Market 
JD Market 
The  
Depot 
 
 

OM’S POLE BUILDING

1-800-541-3974
30x40x10 

10% Down 

Today  

Guarantees 

Prices 

Over 30 Years Experience

Pole Buildings 
& Garages 

Roofing & Siding 
Concrete Floors 

& Driveways 
Chain Link  

& Privacy Fencing 

FEATURING ULTRA 2000  
With 19 colors to choose  

fromAnd A 45 YEAR  
WARRANTY

POLE BUILDINGS & GARAGES

From Beginning Permits to Cleanup, We Do It All

 

   

 

RICHARD HAZEN COTTRELL

   Richard Hazen Cottrell, age 
81, of Harrison passed away 
Sunday, March 10, 2024. 
A Memorial Service for Richard 
will be held at the Harrison 
United Brethren Church, 250 
East Main Street Harrison, 
Michigan 48625, on Saturday, 
April 6, 2024, at 12 noon with 
Pastor Wendy Kindel officiating. 
A Luncheon will follow at the 
church. The family will receive 
friends the day of the service 
from 10 a.m. until the time of the 
service. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the American 
Cancer Society. Envelopes will 
be available at Clark-Stocking 
Funeral Chapel and the church. 
   Richard was born on January 
10, 1943, in Dayton, Ohio, son 
of Earl and Etta (Deeter) 
Cottrell. Richard married Edna 
Lydia Smith on October 9, 1981, 
in Harrison. He worked for 
Brown Machine for over 40 

January 10, 1943 - March 10, 2024 

years, working as a welding super-
visor. Richard also owned and 
operated Dick's Pontoon Moving 
and Storage. He was a member of 
the John J. Carton Masonic Lodge 
# 436 in Harrison. Richard enjoyed 
helping all of his neighbors, spend-
ing time outdoors hunting and fish-
ing, and enjoyed a cold beer with 

his family and friends. 
   Richard is survived by his chil-
dren, Leroy Smith of Harrison, 
Lilly (Dennis) Warner of Battle 
Creek, Cindy Zettler of 
Brownstown, Stanley (Kim) 
Smith of Harrison, Richard 
Cottrell of Branson, MO, Shawn 
(John) Benedict of Evart, Shelly 
(Myron) Mark of Hersey, and 
Robert (Erin) Cottrell of 
Harrison; 30 grandchildren; 40 
great-grandchildren; two great-
great-grandchildren; and many 
nieces, nephews, and extended 
family and friends. 
   Richard was preceded in death 
by his wife, Edna Cottrell on 
October 22, 2014; son, Kenneth 
Smith; daughter, Debbie Smith; 
son-in-law, Edward Zettler; par-
ents; and sister, Eileen Chasteen.  
   You may view Richard's obitu-
ary online or send a condolence 
to the family at www.clarkstock-
ing.com. 

Clare Gladwin RESD of Clare, Michigan will receive  
proposals from Trade Contractors for 

Clare Gladwin RESD 
located at 3200 S Clare Ave, Clare, Michigan 48617. 

 
Proposals must be submi�ed via BuildingConnected and received prior 
to 2:00 PM, local time, on April 2, 2024.  
A pre-bid walkthrough meeting will NOT be held.  
The Schedule of Work shall be as follows: 
  
                                                         Bids due         April 2, 2024 
                      Anticipated award of contract         April 19, 2024 
                  Anticipated start of construction         April 1, 2024 
              Anticipated substantial completion         May 30, 2025 
  
All bidders are required to furnish Bid Security in the amount of five 
(5%) percent of the Base Bid. Form of the security may be a bid bond, 
certified or cashier’s check made payable to Clare Gladwin RESD. Clare 
Gladwin RESD will not be responsible for loss of security made by check; 
checks will not be returned until a contract has been fully executed with 
the successful bidder. This will be a guarantee that the bidder selected 
by Clare Gladwin RESD will furnish the required PLM Bonds; failure to 
do so could mean forfeiture of the Bid Security.  
All bidders must indicate, where shown on the Proposal Form, the cost 
of Performance and Labor and Material Payment Bonds covering 100% 
of the value of the Project. Do not include the cost of the Bonds in the 
Base Bid. 
 
All bids shall be accompanied by a sworn statement disclosing any  
familial relationship that exists between the owner(s) or any employee 
of the bidder and any member of the Board of Education of the School 
District or the Superintendent of the School District. The Board of Edu-
cation shall not accept a bid that does not include a sworn and notarized 
familial relationship disclosure statement. 
 
All bids shall be accompanied by an Iran Economic Sanctions Act  
Certification in accordance with MCL 129.311. The Board of Education 
shall not accept a bid that does not include a sworn and notarized Iran 
Economic Sanctions Act Certification. 
Applicable Michigan use tax apply to this project. This project is NOT 
sales tax exempt. This is NOT a prevailing wage project.  
Bid Documents may be examined at the following plan rooms:  

BuildingConnected 
h�ps://app.buildingconnected.com/projects/650c8afcba582e00828113b8/bid-packages  

The Owner reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids and to 
waive all irregularities in Proposals. Proposals shall remain firm for sixty 
(60) days from date of Bid Opening. 
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Public Notice: 
 
   At the regular monthly meeting held on the 11th day of March 2024, 
the Lincoln Township Board of Trustees adopted the Hazardous Spill 
Cost Recovery Ordinance #45, an ordinance to establish charges for  
emergency services responding to an incident involving hazardous  
materials and to provide for methods for the collection of such charges.    
Sec. 1; Purpose.  To protect the township from incurring extraordinary 
expenses as it pertains to responding to a spill, release or discharge of 
hazardous materials and to provide for a method of cost recovery from 
responsible parties.  
Sec. 2; Definitions.  To define the meaning of  the words Cost, Facility, 
Fire Department, Hazardous Material, Person, and Release.  
Sec. 3; Responsibility for Abatement, Control and Costs: Use of Outside 
Contractors or Municipal Forces.  This section explains that the respon-
sible party that causes any release, spill or improper handling or storage 
of hazardous material in the Township will be responsible and liable for 
clean-up and all costs associated; conditions and standards of clean-up, 
and failure to comply.  
Sec. 4; Recovery of Costs:  Explains the method(s) and process for recov-
ering cost incurred by the Township in relation to the proper clean-up of 
hazardous materials.  
Sec. 5:  Other Remedies:  Explains that the township is entitled to pursue 
other remedies to collect costs from the responsible party.  
Sec. 6; Severability:  Should a court find that a part of this ordinance is 
not valid or enforceable, the rest of the ordinance with still be enforceable.    
Sec. 7;  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall have an effective date of April 
20th, 2024.  

A true copy of this ordinance is available for inspection at  
www.lincolntwp.com or can be obtained by calling 989-588-9841 ext. 02 

or emailing bor@lincolntwp.com or clm@lincolntwp.com   
Carol L. Majewski, Clerk 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
   The Hayes Township Planning Commission will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday April 10,2024 at 7:00 pm at the Hayes Township Municipal 
Complex, located at 2055 E. Townline Lake Rd., Harrison MI 48625.  
   In accordance with MCL 125.3103, Hayes Township is publishing notice 
of this public hearing.  A public hearing is being held to address the  
adoption of Nine Zoning Ordinance Amendments to the 2019 Hayes 
Township Zoning Ordinance.  
   If you are unable to a�end, wri�en comments may be submi�ed to 
Hayes Township, P.O. Box 310, Harrison, Michigan 48625 A�n: Zoning 
Administrator, until 3:00pm Wednesday April 10, 2024.  
   All related information may be reviewed at the Hayes Township Clerks 
office during normal business hours, Monday through Thursday from 
9:00 am until 3:00 pm. 

Debra Hoyt 
Hayes Township Clerk 

Publication date March 21, 2024, and April 4, 2024. 
 

NOTICE OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 
   The Hayes Township Planning Commission will hold a meeting on 
Wednesday April 10, 2024, immediately following the scheduled 7:00 pm 
public hearing at the Hayes Township Municipal Complex, located at 
2055 E. Townline Lake Rd., Harrison, MI 48625. 
   This meeting will be held to vote on recommending the proposed Nine 
Ordinance Amendments to the Hayes Township Board for approval.  

Debra Hoyt 
Hayes Township Clerk 

Publication date March 21, 2024, and April 4, 2024. 12

 
FOR SALE: 

 
Clare County Transit is accepting closed bids on a 2005 Chevy 
Suburban 1500. 4 X 4 with 94,707 miles. Has damaged to 
right rear corner of body and bumper. Taillight broken. Dead 
battery but will run and drive with jumpstart. 4WD does not 
work. Electrical issues draining battery.  

 
Bids may be sent or dropped off at: 

Clare County Transit 
1473 Transportation Drive • Harrison, MI 48625 

Attn: Suburban Bid 
Suburban can be seen Mon-Fri  

from 9 AM – 4 PM 
Bids are due by 5 PM April 5, 2024 12

SUMMERFIELD TOWNSHIP  
BUDGET HEARING/BOARD MEETING  

The Summerfield Township Board will hold a 
public hearing on the proposed township budget 
for fiscal year 2024/2025 at 9971 N. Finley Lake 
Ave, Harrison, MI on March 26, 2024at 6:30PM. 
*The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this hearing.  
A copy of the budget is available for public in-
spection at Summerfield Township Clerks Office. 
 

12
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ANA Member

LLC

Silver & Gold 
Coins 

Bought and Sold
Thomas Kapuscinski 
611 N. McEwan St. 
Clare, MI 48617

231-357-2105 
989-386-6500 

tjkap@charter.net 23tf

“A Bright  Idea” 
Over 20 Years Exp. 

   Mark Heckman  Insured 
   Owner  Free Estimates 
   Harrison, MI.  Master Electrician 

Lic. #6208632 
 

     989-539-3247 
Cell 989-429-5623

Heckman  
Electric, LLC

MICHAEL HENRY TREE SERVICES, LLC 
“You Can’t Substitute Quality” 

Stump Grinding • Tree Removal  & Trimming 
Brush Chipping  & Clean-up • 75’ Bucket Truck 

Insurance Work Welcome • Storm Damage Clean-up  
125 Foot Crane • Truss Se�ing • Wood Chipping  

& More 
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED 

SERVING ALL OF THE MID MICHIGAN AREA! 
989-339-4377 • 3777 N. CLARE AVE. • HARRISON, MI.

235 N. Clare Ave.
Harrison, MI

LICENSED INSURED

Quality Residential Building
Remodeling Service  Established 1978

New Homes, Additions, Garages, Kitchens, Baths,

Floors, Windows, Vinyl Siding, Decks and Trim

Call for Estimates (989) 539-6750

Terin L. Wales

Hilts 

Plumbing & Heating 
Master Plumber 

Lic. #6758 - Insured 
 

Heating & Boilers 

Installation - Sales & Service 

Water Pump Repair 
 

142 N. 2nd Street  Harrison 

(989) 539-5551

Call or Stop By Today! 
989-539-7183 

426 N. 1st Street 
Harrison, MI. 

HardyBonhamInsuranceAgency.com

Auto • Home • Business • Farm • Life

We are here to help you!

989-386-7731
513 West 5th St. • Clare, MI 48617

Serv ing :   
~ Clare  

~ Mt. Pleasant 
~ Breckenridge 

 ~ Evart ~ Cadillac 
~ Interlochen

“Our Customers Are Our Warmest Friends” 
Call us to see what we can do for you!

Selling  
Northern Michigan 

since 1953  
Open 7 days a week  

989-539-2261
www.BuyHR.co 
www.Harrison-Realty.com 
office@Harrison-Realty.com

P.O. Box 499 
795 North First St. 

Harrison, MI. 48625

BBuussiinneessss  &&  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  DDiirreeccttoorryy

UPCOMING  
MEETINGS

State Rep. Tom Kunse, R-

Clare, will host local office 

hours in Clare 8:30-9:30 a.m. 

Friday, March 29 at Cops and 

Doughnuts in Clare. 

 

The Clare County 

Republican Party meets at 7 

p.m. the first Thursday of each 

month at the Harrison District 

Library.  

 

Grief Share grief recovery 

seminar and support group 

for those who have lost loved 

ones meets at Clare Assembly 

of God in Clare (3557 E. 

Colonville Road) each 

Thursday at 6 p.m. Jan. 25-

April 18. For more informa-

tion, call Jill at 989-386-3232. 

 

NA (Narcotics Anonymous) 

meetings will be held at Sheri’s 

Diner, 316 E Park St., at noon 

and 7 p.m. every Monday; and 

at 7 p.m. the second, third and 

fourth Wednesday of each 

month at Harrison District 

Library. Join for food and con-

versation. 

 

Hope For the Future – 

Suicide Loss Survivor 

Support Group meets from 

6:30-8 p.m. second and fourth 

Tuesdays of every month, 

Quality Inn conference room, 

10318 S. Clare Ave., Clare. 

Direct any questions to Maxine 

Lago on Facebook. 

  

Al-Anon Family Group 

meets at 8 p.m. Thursdays at 

First Congregational Church, 

211 W. Spruce St., Harrison. 

 

Lake George Booster Club, 

89 S. Bringold, north of Lake 

George, hosts Euchre Tuesday 

year-round. Doors open at 6 

p.m. and cards start at 7 p.m.  

Public welcome. 

 

For more community 

events, visit www.clarecounty-

cleaver.net. 

989-741-0084
Residential & Commercial 

Licensed & InsuredBRISTOL
Home Improvements Inc.

• Kitchens • Bathrooms  
• Ceramic Tile  
• Hard Floors 
• Windows & Doors 
 

• Insulation &  
   Ventilation 
• Deck Restoration 
• And Much More! 

1
0
-4

*

989-630-0038 
115 North 2nd St. 

Harrison 

Monday - Friday:  
10 am - 5 pm  

Saturday:  
10 am - 2 pm  

Sunday:  
Closed

12

Volunteers Needed  

50% Off 
Wednesdays!

‘BAD FAITH’ BANKRUPTCY DENIED  

FOR LEE MUELLER, FORMER OPERATOR  

OF EDENVILLE DAM, BOYCE HYDRO
LANSING – The United States 

Bankruptcy Court for the District 

of Nevada, the home state of Lee 

Mueller, former operator of Boyce 

Hydro and the Edenville Dam, 

denied Mueller’s bankruptcy fil-

ing, announced Michigan Attorney 

General Dana Nessel. United 

States Bankruptcy Judge August 

B. Landis dismissed Mueller’s 

attempted Chapter 13 Bankruptcy 

on Feb. 9.  

In 2023, the State obtained a 

nearly $120 million judgment 

against Lee Mueller, reflecting his 

responsibility for the catastrophic 

2020 failure of the Edenville Dam. 

Mueller pursued bankruptcy in the 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Las 

Vegas, Nevada as a means to have 

that judgment dissolved. On Feb. 

9, the bankruptcy court dismissed 

the bankruptcy petition, conclud-

ing in a February 6th hearing that 

Mueller’s effort “smacked of bad 

faith.”   

“Mr. Mueller has repeatedly 

made inaccurate representations to 

two different courts in his attempts 

to evade accountability and money 

judgements for his responsibility 

for the Edenville Dam disaster,” 

said Nessel. “I am grateful that the 

courts have continued to see 

through Lee Mueller’s obvious 

attempts to manipulate these pro-

ceedings in order to protect him-

self at the expense of the thousands 

of Michigan residents whose lives 

he’s devastated.” 

Legal eligibility for the type of 

bankruptcy protection Mueller 

sought requires a person’s debts 

not exceed $2,750,000. Mueller 

swore in his petition that the 

amount of his debt owed to the 

State of Michigan was “unknown,” 

contending it should not be count-

ed toward his eligibility limit. The 

Department of Attorney General 

filed a motion to dismiss in the Las 

Vegas bankruptcy court, arguing 

that Mueller had filed in bad faith, 

with full knowledge by the time of 

his filing that his debts would far 

exceed the chapter 13 bankruptcy 

eligibility limit.  

The court agreed with the 

Department, and held that sworn 

statement was not true, as Mueller 

knew his debt exceeded the eligi-

bility threshold. The court held 

that Mueller’s refusal to “fully dis-

close facts that were known” to 

him was a “fairly transparent” 

attempt to “manipulate” the law. 

The court noted that “bankruptcy 

relief is afforded to honest but 

unfortunate debtors,” and that in 

Mueller’s case, the “honest” part 

of that equation “is key” to why he 

could not obtain relief. The court 

concluded that Mr. Mueller’s 

untrue statements were “the kind 

of egregious behavior that war-

rants a finding of bad faith” and 

dismissed his case.  

This marks the second federal 

Court to find Mueller using the 

judiciary in “bad faith” after the 

U.S. District Court for the Western 

District of Michigan concluded as 

much in a ruling to uphold sanc-

tions against Mueller.March 15.

LANSING – On March 18, 

David Rosenberg, 72, of DeWitt, 

was sentenced by Judge Cori 

Barkman in the 29th Circuit 

Court to 4 to 20 years’ incarcera-

tion and ordered to pay restitution 

to the victims’ estates, announced 

Michigan Attorney General Dana 

Nessel. Last month, a Clinton 

County jury found Rosenberg 

guilty of eight felonies, for 

embezzling or stealing hundreds 

of thousands of dollars from 

retired, elderly priests. 

Rosenberg, also a priest, was 

employed as Director of the 

Lansing Catholic Diocese’s St. 

Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt 

between 2015 and 2021. He 

embezzled or stole approximately 

$780,000 from three priests and 

gave the stolen funds to his char-

itable foundation, FaithFirst, for-

merly the Rosenberg Family 

Corporation. The 95-acre Retreat 

Center property includes apart-

ments that house retired priests. 

The final amount of ordered 

restitution has not yet been set by 

the Court and may be further 

negotiated by the parties. 

Rosenberg was found guilty of 

the following crimes:  

Three counts of Embezzlement 

from a Vulnerable Adult 

$100,000 or more; 

One count of False Pretenses 

$100,000 or more; 

One count of False Pretenses 

$20,000-$50,000; 

One count of Perjury; 

One count of Uttering and 

Publishing; and 

One count of Larceny $20,000 

or more. 

“Stealing from our elderly and 

vulnerable adults, especially 

from a position of authority, is a 

significant crime and this sen-

tence reflects that” said Nessel. 

“My department will continue to 

prosecute these crimes, on behalf 

of victims living or deceased, and 

it is our hope that would-be 

thieves and scammers see this is a 

serious offense that can get them 

years behind bars.”

DeWitt Priest Sentenced to Prison for 8 

Felonies, Embezzlement from Retired Priests

It Pays To Advertise In 
The Classifieds For 

Great Results

Former Osceola County Caregiver 
Charged with Medication Theft

LANSING – A former caregiver 

with Reed City Fields, an assisted 

living facility in Osceola County, 

was arraigned March 15 on one 

count each of Larceny in a 

Building and Possession of a 

Controlled Substance in the 77th 

District Court in Osceola County, 

announced Michigan Attorney 

General Dana Nessel. Walter 

Herrington III, 43, of Scottville, is 

alleged to have stolen and pos-

sessed pills, sedative Lorazepam 

(Ativan), prescribed to a deceased 

facility resident. Both charges are 

felonies. 

“Caregivers provide invaluable 

services to their patients, but 

using that position to steal med-

ications is a violation of trust and 

also a felony that my department 

will not hesitate to prosecute,” 

said Nessel. “These are controlled 

substances for a reason, and we 

must be able to trust in our care-

givers to handle them responsibly 

and legally.” 

Herrington was arrested by spe-

cial agents of the Attorney 

General’s office yesterday and 

arraigned today before Magistrate 

Daniel E. Clise. He was given a 

$10,000/10% bond. Herrington 

will next appear in court at 9:15 

a.m. March 28 for a probable 

cause conference. 

Larceny in a Building is 4-year 

felony, alternatively punishable 

by a $5,000 fine, or both. 

Possession of a Controlled 

Substance (Lorazepam) is a 2-

year felony, alternatively punish-

able by a $2,000 fine, or both. 

The Attorney General’s Health 

Care Fraud Division (HCFD) han-

dled this case for the Department. 

The HCFD is the federally certi-

fied Medicaid Fraud Control Unit 

for Michigan, and it receives 75% 

of its funding from the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human 

Services under a grant award 

totaling $5,541,992 for the fiscal 

year 2024. The remaining 25% 

percent, totaling $1,847,326 is 

funded by the State of Michigan.
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Notice to the Public 
 
 
 
 

On April 5, 2024, at 3:00 pm  
there will be a  

Groundbreaking Ceremony  
for the construction of the new  

Clare-Gladwin RESD Career Education 
Center at the John C. Magnus Center at  

3200 South Clare Avenue, Clare, MI.  
The public is welcome to attend 
Please RSVP to Imurphy@cgresd.net
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Now Enrolling For Fall 2024 
Preschool (age 3) - 12th grade  

Enroll early as class sizes are limited! 
Visit: SkeelsChris�anSchool.com/enroll  

Call: 1-989-240-2190 

A School Built on  
50 years of 

Academic Excellence  
and  

Chris�an Character

Main Campus: 

Emmanuel Baptist Church 

3089 Pratt Lake Road, Gladwin

South Campus: 

Gladwin Free Methodist Church 

1312 N. State Street, Gladwin
12

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – The March 11 

meeting of the Hayes Township 

Board included multiple items 

for discussion as well as several 

action items. During the first 

public comment, a question 

arose about armed security for 

the Aug. 6 and Nov. 5 elections. 

Clerk Deb Hoyt explained that it 

was recommended by both the 

township’s attorney and the 

Clare County Sheriff Department 

that election security personnel 

be unarmed. 

Under Community Reports, 

Clare County Commissioner 

Gabe Ambrozaitis described 

items considered during the pre-

vious weeks Committee of the 

Whole meeting as: Courthouse 

Security Policy Review; Jury 

Board member appointment; and 

the sale of county-owned proper-

ty in Redding Township. 

Under New Business, the 

Board moved to: 

-Approve the SST Security 

agreement for the Aug. 6 and 

Nov. 5, 2024, elections at a cost 

of $1,101 ( which will come 

from the next fiscal year’s budg-

et). 

-Approve the business admin-

istrator to attend a Michigan 

Association of Planners webinar 

at $110, for non-conformities. 

Department Reports touched 

on election preparation, closing 

out of the tax year, the upcoming 

Hayes Planning Commission’s 

April 10 quarterly meeting, and 

the status of work done at the 

cemetery and work done or pend-

ing on Hayes Township 

Municipal Complex property. 

There also was budget discus-

sion, as regards remaining budget 

funds and ARPA funds, and 

upcoming costs for road projects. 

Supervisor Rick Jones spoke at 

length about his recent ride-along 

with the Road Commission for 

review of road conditions within 

the township, and the resultant 

Paser ratings of pavement condi-

tions. He cited many, many spe-

cific roads, their conditions and 

the depth of 

repa i r / rep lace / improvement 

costs, as well as the assigned 

Paser numbers. 

Jones explained that roads with 

ratings below 6 or 7 would need 

repair in future years. Many, 

many of the roads cited had rat-

ings of 2, 3, 4 and 5, and Jones 

also noted specific roads as hav-

ing dropped in the last year from 

4 to 3, and 5 to 3. He said that in 

the next five years, that means 

looking at those roads rated 3, 4 

or 5: that it is best to keep ratings 

higher than a 5 because “after 

that it gets expensive.” 

Jones listed not only the roads 

and their conditions, but also the 

projected expense to address 

each one. It also was noted that 

Hayes Township has more than 

twice the road miles of any other 

township in Clare County. 

Trustee Bob Buckley took a 

moment to thank Jones for all the 

work and time to set up the road 

evaluation and mapping. 

Also discussed was brining in 

the township, and the need to 

correct under assessment and 

inappropriately applied assess-

ment. Further noted was the need 

to schedule public hearings, 

mailings and public meetings 

regarding the brining Special 

Assessment District. 

The Hayes Township Board 

meets next at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 

March 26 at the Hayes Municipal 

Complex, 2055 E. Townline 

Lake Road. 

Brining SAD Procedures Placed on Front Burner

Roads Repair, Improvement Major Topic in Hayes

Jones distributes the list of roads/conditions and the Paser evalu-

ations to Board members at the March 12 Hayes Township Board 

meeting. (Cleaver photos by Dianne Alward-Biery)

Using the Clare County Road Commission’s road projects map, 

Hayes Township Supervisor Rick Jones indicates road work which 

has been accomplished and where road work is still needed. (See 

enlarged map below right.)
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